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+ Blessed in Memory, His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar (1933-2017) 


Patriarch Lubomyr 
Husar passes away 


(UkrNews/UGCC/CNS/UCC 
National/UWC)—May 31, after 
a serious illness, His Beatitude 
Lubomyr (Husar), Archbishop 
Emeritus and former Patriarch 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church (UGCC) passed away at 
the age of 84. 

He served as Patriarch from 
January 26, 2001 to February 10, 
2011. He was replaced by Arch- 
bishop Sviatoslay Shevchuk, who 
cried as he spoke to reporters June 
1 about the cardinal’s death. 

“He was the spiritual father of 
the Ukrainian people, and today, 
in one moment, we became or- 
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phans,” Archbishop Shevchuk told 
the press. The cardinal was a “great 
man, great pastor, great Ukrain- 
ian,” said Patriarch Sviatoslav, 
as reported by Cindy Wooden of 
Catholic News Service (CNS). 

One of the first questions repor- 
ters asked was when the process 
for Cardinal Husar’s beatification 
would begin. Archbishop Shev- 
chuk replied that everyone who 
met the cardinal saw the beauty of 
his holiness, but the formal saint- 
hood process requires prayer and 
time. Standard Vatican rules re- 
quire a waiting period of five years 
from the time of a person’s death 
before the process can begin. 

In a condolence message to 
Archbishop Shevchuk, Pope Fran- 
cis recalled the cardinal’s “ten- 
acious fidelity to Christ despite 
the deprivations and persecutions” 
suffered by the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, which was forced into the 
underground by the communists. 

“His fruitful apostolic activity to 
promote the organization of Greek 
Catholic faithful who were des- 
cendants of those forcibly trans- 
ferred from Western Ukraine” and, 
simultaneously, his efforts to pro- 
mote “dialogue and collaboration” 
with the Orthodox also were noted 
by the pope, reported CNS. 

“We express our deep sorrow on 
the passing of His Beatitude Lubo- 
myr Husar, and ask God to grant 
him eternal life in His Heavenly 
home,” stated Paul Grod, National 
President of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress. “Cardinal Husar 
was a man of peace who united 
Ukrainians of all faiths. His wis- 
dom and love for Ukraine will con- 
tinue to inspire us all.” 

“Throughout his entire life His 
Beatitude Lubomyr Husar faithfully 
served the UGCC and the consoli- 
dation in Ukrainian society of the 
ideals of spirituality, mercy and har- 
mony, stated the Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) in a press release. 

“Having lived for a long period 
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Divine Liturgy at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection in Kyiv 


Patriarch Lubomyr laid to 
rest in Kyiv cathedral crypt 


Thousands accompany earlier procession in Lviv 


(RISU/UkrNews)—His | Beati- 
tude Patriarch Lubomyr (Husar) 
was laid to rest in the in the crypt 
of the Patriarchal Cathedral of the 
Resurrection in Kyiv, June 5, fol- 
lowing a Divine Liturgy and the 
burial. 

The hierarchs of the UGCC par- 
ticipated in the service led by Patri- 
arch Sviatoslav Archbishop Cyril 
(Basil), personal envoy of Pope 
Francis, Apostolic Nuncio Claudio 
Gugerotti, Secretary of the Congre- 
gation for Eastern Churches. 

Clergymen (about 600 priests), 
monastics and faithful from all 
over Ukraine and abroad came to 
pay the last tribute to His Beatitude 


Lubomyr. Many public figures, 
government officials and polit- 
icians came on this day to honor 
the former head of the UGCC at 
the Patriarchal Cathedral. The lat- 
ter represented different political 
forces. 

The coffin with the body was 
placed in the middle of the cath- 
edral. After the service people 
came to pay last tribute to His Be- 
atitude Lubomyr. Many of them 
wept. In the farewell speech the 
priests remembered His Beatitude 
Lubomyr (Husar) with warmth and 
love. The speech by Patriarch Svi- 
atoslav (Shevchuk) sounded espe- 
cially moving. 


Funeral procession in Lviv 


Speaking about Lubomyr (Hu- 
sar), the Patriarch of the UGCC, in 
particular, called him a “Kobzar” 
of new Ukraine and the “soul of 
every Ukrainian.” 

“The unique way of Lubomyr’s 
holiness we see that the power of 
God manifested itself in his weak- 
ness, when he lost his physical 
sight, his spiritual eyes opened 
even wider. Wherever he came in, 
everybody raised. Certain types 
of sanctity of our Lubomyr were 
sung by Taras,” said the hierarch 
reminding all those present about a 
well-known poem by Shevchenko 
titled “Perebendya.” 
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На 85-му році життя 31 трав- 
ня помер кардинал Української 
греко-католицької церкви Лю- 
бомир Гузар. Про це повідомив 
прес-центр УГКЦ. 

Кардинал УГКЦ Любомир Гу- 
зар 30 квітня 2016 року, на Ве- 
ликдень, відповів на запитання 
Радіо Свобода. Тоді він, зокрема, 
розповів, що у зоні бойових дій 
на Донбасі на той момент по- 
бувало півтори сотні капеланів 
Української  греко-католицької 
церкви, 20 із них постійно пере- 
бували на фронті. Також, Любо- 
мир Гузар у відповідь на запи- 
тання журналіста Радіо Свобода 
Олександра Лащенка прокомен- 
тував твердження прихильників 
«русского мира» на Донбасі про 
їхню набожність, висловився з 
приводу людей, які відзначають в 
Україні радянські свята і оцінив, 
які взагалі часи переживає зараз 
світ. 

— Незважаючи на будь-які свя- 
та, на жоден день в Україні не 
припиняється зовнішня агресія, 
триває війна. Ця війна, коли май- 
же щодня є жертви, - це теж є 
покарання за гріхи? 

- Війна - це є гріх. Агресія - 
це є гріх. Боронитися ми може- 
мо, навіть повинні боронитися 
від нападу, від будь-якого нападу 
особистого чи суспільного, чи 
загального, боронитися маємо 
право, навіть обов'язок. 

Я можу себе жертвувати, але я 


мушу боронити тих, хто від мене 
залежить, за кого я відповідаю. 
Хто нападає, хто є агресором, 
той бере на себе великий гріх. 

І тому можна дивитися на все 
це, отак скажу, стратегічно, по- 
людськи, за якимись законами 
мілітарного діяння, воєнного 
діяння, але це все є справді 
гріхом. І тому, коли ми молим- 
ся, а молитися маємо за всіх, не 
тільки за себе, за найближчими, 
молитися також, каже Ісус Хри- 
стос, треба і за ворогів. Що це 
значить? Молитися, щоб вони 
ще краще, ще більше агресора- 
ми були, більш ефективними? 
Ні. Молитися навіть за ворогів - 
це значить, щоб вони перестали 
грішити. 

Це не є щось, що ми можемо 
зробити. Ми можемо борони- 
тися. Але якщо нападають зі 
зброєю, то ми можемо борони- 
тися зброєю також. Але це не є 
найважливіше. Найважливішим 
є те, щоб взагалі не було агресії, 
бо це є трагедія для нас, як терпи- 
мо цю агресію, як є покривджені, 
але це також є трагедія для тих, 
хто спричинює агресію. Тому, що 
ми коли розглядаємо ту дійсність 
війни, вона також має дуже 
важні релігійні, духовні аспекти. 
Ми хотіли 6, щоб не було гріха, 
щоб не було кривди, щоб не було 
агресії, нападу, щоб люди схаме- 
нулися, спом'янули Божу волю. 
Молимося за це. 
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«Хто нападає, хто є агресором, той бере на себе великий 
гріх» - Патріарх Любомир Гузар за рік до смерті 


Любомир Гузар (архівне фото) 


По той бік фронту знач- 
на частина тих, хто воює про- 
ти України з ідеями «русского 
мира» так званого, теж кажуть, 
що з ними нібито Бог. Немає тут 
суперечності - всі запевняють, 
що - з Богом, а вбивають одне 
одного? 

- Бачите, говорити можна. Але 


"яка є дійсність? Коли я Вас б'ю, 


то чи можу я сказати, що роблю 
те, що треба робити? Бити когось, 
нападати на когось, кривдити ко- 
гось.. То треба лицемірити, щоб 
казати, що я роблю щось добре. 

На жаль, бачите, знаємо з історії 
воєнної, що завжди ті, що напада- 
ли, себе хотіли виправдати, що 
вони роблять щось дуже важливе, 
що так, як пригадуєте, на касках 
німецького війська було напи- 
сано «Бог з нами». Вони казали. 
Значить, хтось їх переконував не- 
правдиво, але ефективно, що вони 
все ж таки в якийсь спосіб - те, що 
роблять, це є добре, для когось до- 
бре. У першу чергу для них самих, 
але також для когось іншого. Од- 
ним словом це є фундаментальна 
брехня. 

- Була у 2016 році зустріч у 
президента України Петра По- 
рошенка. Він, принаймні на сло- 
вах, підтримав поширення капе- 
ланства в українському війську. 
Якою може бути в цьому плані 
роль саме УГКЦ зараз? 

- Це є старинна традиція. Були 


капелани під час Першої світової 


війни, Я навіть пригадую такого 
отця Лебедовича. Я його навіть 
зустрічав в Америці, який був ка- 


пеланом під час Першої світової 


війни. 
Були капелани, значить, 
священнослужителі, які служи- 


ли, які працювали серед війська 
і для війська. Бо воювати, бути 
на фронті - це душевно і духов- 
но дуже утяжливо. Ми сьогодні є 
свідками тих багатьох людей, які 
страждають від різних психічних 
кривд, психічних хвороб, бо 
вони були свідками війни, вони 
були свідками смерті, поранен- 
ня, вони були свідками кривди, 
неправди. І це не залишилося IM 
без наслідків. 

Завдання капелана - людині 
допомагати бачити правду. Не є 
завданням капелана оправдува- 
ти, бо то був би гріх, гріх. Він 
має людині помогти духовно, 
душевно дати собі раду в тих 
обставинах, духовно зрозуміти, 
що, от як згадав, боронити свою 
родину, свою Батьківщину, свій 
народ - це є щось добре, навіть 
конче. 

Якщо капелан людей заохочує 
кривдити других, то він не 
сповняє свого душпастирського 


завдання. Він людей обдурює. 
Він людей свідомо вводить у 
гріх. Тому таке балакання тих 
агресорів, що ми зробимо Божу 
справу, то це є брехня. 

- Є люди (їх менше), для яких 
1 травня - це зовсім інше свято, 
те ж саме радянське, так званий 
«День солідарності трудящих». 
Як вважаєте, ці люди, які на- 
магаються відзначати такі свя- 
та, чому вони це роблять? Брак 
освіти? Брак інформації, звич- 
ка жити за старим, радянським 
укладом? І що варто робити у 
цьому плані? Чи залишити, як є? 
Адже вони теж мають право на 
свої погляди. 

- Такі люди є, Яке наше повин- 
не бути наставлення, віруючих 
людей, ті, що приймають, отак 
конкретно беремо, день | трав- 
ня календарно, літургічно, як 
день Великодня? Ми повинні 
про це говорити. Ми повинні 
поводитися у такий спосіб, щоб 
ті, хто нас бачать, вірили, що ми 
віруємо в Бога, 1 що ми цінуємо 
ті духовні вартості, які нам Го- 
сподь Бог приніс отією Його пе- 
ремогою над гріхом, над смертю. 
Ми повинні представити це, хто 
може, то словами. Але ще краще 
- діями нашого життя. 

Тепер же ж ці люди, які не 
приймають це як свято цер- 
ковне, а як свято трудящих... 
Свято трудящих може також 
бути церковне. Але це тут для 
них було на підставі радянсь- 
кого, комуністичного режиму, 


світогляду. Є люди, які в тому! 


виросли й інакше думати не 
годні. Що ж ми зробимо? Наси- 
лу нікого не можна навертати, не 
можна нав'язувати насилу якісь 
переконання. Як я згадав, може- 
мо проповідувати, представляти 
головно своїм приміром, заохо- 
чувати, пояснювати. А більше не 
можемо 1 не повинні. 

В надії, одначе, що ті люди, 
застановляючись, хто з них хоче 
застановитися, може, змінять 
свій світогляд з чисто такого 
комуністичного на християнсь- 
кий. Але, на жаль, також може 
статися, що не змінить. Так його 
виховували, так він виріс, він 
інакше думати не може. Мусимо 
це прийняти, не судити тих лю- 
дей, не казати, що вони нічого не 
варті, що вони погані люди. НІ, 
вони є погано виховані. Але це 
не є конечно їхня вина. I вони не 
роблять цього, як гріх, наперекір, 
проти Бога. Вони прямо інакше 
не знають. 

— 3 Вашим життєвим досвідом, 
духовним досвідом - отаке за- 
питання... Куди, власне, котить- 
ся світ, скажімо так? Технології 


удосконалюються, але воєн стає 
все більше, і не лише в Україні 
є війна. Як стверджують деякі 
- бездуховність | принаймні 
не зменшується. Тобто є спо- 
живацтво, а духовність ніби 
залишається за дужками. Такий 
критичний погляд справедливий 
і на Україну, і взагалі на інші дер- 
жави? 

- На жаль, не можна сказати, 
що живемо у дуже світлий час, 
де всім людям дане все те, що 
їм належить, де забезпечені їхні 
права, де справді кожна люди- 
на може почувати себе люди- 
ною. І це також тісно зв'язане 3 
релігійними, я думаю, поняття- 
ми. 

На жаль, не можу сказати, що 
живемо у дуже світлих часах. 
Хоча, з другої сторони, я ду- 
маю, ми, може, замало, так CKa- 
жу, використовуємо ту духовну 
енергію, яка в нас є. 

Наша, скажімо, УГКЦ в другій 
половині минулого століття 
пережила переслідування. I ви- 
тримала. Церква не перестала 
існувати, хоч її гнали, хоч її му- 
чили, переслідували. Але церк- 
вам все ж таки не піддалася. 
Були одиниці, які піддалися, а 
другі одиниці навіть пожертвува- 
ли своє життя за правду. У тому 
є велика духовна наснага, якої, 
мені здається, ми ще достатньо 
не використовуємо. 

Той час, хоча він був жахли- 
вий, був час переслідування, 
терпіння, властиво також нако- 
пичив, так скажу, великі духовні 
скарби. Нам треба це викори- 
стовувати. Бо є, бачите, є різні 
течії сьогодні у світі. Є так звана 
секуляризація, зісвідчення, якась 
лібералізація, оправдування 
гріха. Скажімо, аборт. Чи якісь 
там інші, як маємо одностатеві 
шлюби чи щось інше. Одним 
словом, перевершення порядку 
природного цього. 

Є люди, які це боронять. І 
навіть дуже енергійно це боро- 
нять. Хоча вони цим самим дока- 
зують, що далекі від правди. Але 
ця небезпека існує. 

І сьогодні ми мусимо бути 
дуже чуйними і щиро старати- 
ся оте нагромаджене духовне 
добро з минулого століття ви- 
користовувати, включати, вли- 
вати в потік нашого життя, ви- 
ховувати себе, виховувати своїх 
дітей, своїх онуків у цьому гар- 
ному релігійному переконанні, 
яке CBOIM терпінням, своєю 
стійкістю наші предки, що жили 
в другій половині 20-го століття, 
своїм життям, своїм досвідом, 
своїм терпінням здобули, нагро- 
мадили. 

Назагал, ще раз повторю. Не 
можу сказати, що живемо у дуже 
світлих часах. Але, наскільки 
вони світлі чи несвітлі, тут до 
великої міри залежить від нас. 
Наскільки ми хочемо ці справжні 
духовні цінності і релігійні, 1 
моральні вживати в нашому що- 
денному житті. 

Любомир Гузар очолював 
УГКЦ у 2001-2011 роках, був 
одним із учасників ініціативної 
групи «Першого грудня». 

Єпископ Любомир Гузар наро- 
дився 1933 року у Львові, там він 
закінчив народну школу та пер- 
ший клас гімназії. У 1944 році 
його родина змушена була по- 
кинути Україну. Спочатку його 
родина проживала в Європі, а у 
1949 році переїхала в США. 
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Plast honour gueards at the Divine Liturgy at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection in Kyiv 


Patriarch Lubomyr passes away 
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of time outside Ukraine, His Beatitude Lubomyr Hu- 
sar knew well and understood the global Ukrainian 
diaspora and was its wise mentor. The pastoral word 
of his Beatitude Lubomyr Husar was for Ukrainians 
worldwide a trustworthy guide, even after his retire- 
ment from the leadership of the UGCC, during the 
EuroMaidan and today’s difficult times for Ukraine. 

“His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar met on more than 
one occasion with the UWC leadership, particularly 
to discuss the most effective ways to support Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian people, and the importance of rais- 
ing young Ukrainian generations in the Christian and 
patriotic spirit,” read the UWC release. 

“The millions-strong Ukrainian diaspora is deeply 
sorrowed on the passing into eternity of His Beatitude 
Lubomyr Husar and prays for the repose of his soul,” 
added UWC President Eugene Czolty. 

Born in Lviv on February 26, 1933, Lubomyr Husar 
fled from Ukraine with his parents in 1944, ahead of 
the advancing Soviet army. 

He spent the early post-World War II years among 
Ukrainian refugees in a displaced persons camp near 
Salzburg, Austria. 

This experience also helped him become fluent in 
five languages, "апа he could joke in all of them,” 
said Bishop Borys Gudziak of Paris. 

And in a post-Soviet Ukraine, where leadership 
often meant “a compulsive passion” for money and 
power, “he lived in exemplary simplicity,” Bishop 
Gudziak CNS, June 1. 

“In Ukrainian folklore, a blind elder is considered 
a sage,” the bishop said. “He was the wise man of 
the country, a real father whose embrace, word, warm 
smile and sense of humor —often self-deprecating — 
gave people a sense of joy and peace.” 

Cardinal Husar also was an avid blogger and pub- 
lished his last piece May 1, a blog about politicians 
who show their loyalty to a church only to gain votes. 

He saw a lack of ethical behavior and declining 
moral standards as a major problem at home and 
abroad, one that required a creative pastoral response. 

“Addressing the problem of morality is not a matter 
of reciting rules, rules, rules, but of helping people to do 
God’s will,” he said in an interview with CNS in 2005. 

In 1949, Lubomyr Husar emigrated with his family 
to the United States. From 1950 to 1954, he studied 
at St. Basil’s College (Ukrainian) Seminary in Stam- 
ford, Connecticut. He continued his studies at Cath- 
olic University of America in Washington DC, and at 


Fordham University in New York. He was ordained 
a Ukrainian Greek Catholic priest of the Eparchy of 
Stamford on March 30, 1958. From 1958 to 1969 Fr. 
Husar taught at St. Basil’s College Seminary, and also 
between 1966 and 1969 was the pastor of Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic parish in Kerhonkson, New 
York. In 1969, Fr. Lubomyr went to Rome, where he 
earned a doctorate in Dogmatic theology at the Pontif- 
ical Urbanian University in 1972. 

During his stay in Rome he joined the Ukrainian 
Studite monastic community at the Studion Monastery 
not far from Castelgandolfo, Italy, and was elected hegu- 
men (superior) of the monastery in 1974. He was conse- 
crated a bishop in 1977 in the Studion monastery chapel 
in Castelgandolfo by Patriarch Josyf Cardinal 5Пру). He 
was named Archimandrite (Abbot) of the Studite Monks 
in Europe and North America in 1978. When the Soviet 
Union collapsed in 1991, he returned to his native coun- 
try and served as spiritual director of the newly re-estab- 
lished Holy Spirit Seminary in Lviv. 

In 1994, he established a new Studite monastery 
neat Ternopil, Ukraine. The Synod of Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Bishops elected him Exarch of the Archiepis- 
copal Exarchy of Kyiv-Vyshhorod in 1995. In 1996, 
the Synod elected him as auxiliary bishop with special 
administrative delegated authority to His Beatitude 
Myroslay Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky, Major Arch- 
bishop of І міу. Upon the death of Cardinal Lubachiv- 
sky on December 14, 2000, Pope John Paul П named 
Bishop Husar apostolic administrator of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Archeparchy of Lviv. In January of 
2001, the Synod elected him Major Archbishop of the 
Church and Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church. The following month, he was named 
a cardinal by Pope John Paul II. In 2001, Cardinal Hu- 
sar along with the Catholic bishops, clergy and faith- 


ful of Ukraine welcomed Pope John Paul П on his first 


visit to a former Soviet Republic. 

His Beatitude also became the first Chancellor of the 
newly established Ukrainian Greek Catholic University 
in Lviv. Under his leadership in August 21, 2005, the 
major archiepiscopal see of Kyiv-Halych was officially 
transferred to Kyiv, the capital city of Ukraine. On Feb- 
ruary 10, 2011 Pope Benedict XVI announced that he 
has accepted the resignation of His Beatitude Lubomyr 
Cardinal Husar, father and head of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church and major archbishop of Kyiv-Halych 
in accordance with 126 § 2 of the Code of Canons of the 
Oriental Churches. Cardinal Husar remained active in 
ecclesial and social life of Ukraine. 

May his memory be eternal! 


Pope pays final respects to Cardinal Husar 


(RISU)—In a heartfelt personal letter, Pope Francis 
has expressed his desire to “be among those praying 
to the heavenly Father” for the “chosen soul of our 
Brother” Cardinal Lubomyr Husar. 

The Holy Father noted the “extraordinary influx of 

people” paying their respects to the former head of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. This, he said, 
“is an eloquent sign of what he has been: one of the 
highest and most respected moral authorities of the 
Ukrainian people in recent decades.” 
In his letter, addressed to Husar’s successor, Major 
Archbishop Sviatoslay Shevchuk, Pope Francis spoke 
of the late Cardinal’s efforts to lead his people be- 
yond “the legacy of the ‘catacombs’ into which it was 
forced by persecutions.” He did so not only by restor- 
ing ecclesiastical structures, but especially through 
“the joy of his own story, founded on faith” that en- 
dured “through and beyond suffering.” 

Pope Francis spoke of Cardinal Husar as "а master of 
wisdom,” who spoke to his people in simple, yet pro- 
found words. “His was the wisdom of the Gospel, the 
bread of the Word of God broken for the simple, for the 
suffering, for all those seeking dignity.” After his min- 
istry as “father and head” of the Ukrainian Greek Cath- 


olic Church, the Pope said, and with the onset of old age 
and illness, Cardinal Husar’s presence became “even 
more intense and rich.” He prayed for all, and when he 
spoke, “everyone felt that a Christian was speaking, a 
Ukrainian passionate about his identity, always full of 
hope, open to the future of God.” Pope Francis praised 
him for “the warmth of his great humanity and exquisite 
kindness,” and especially for his ability to welcome and 
communicate with the young. 

“It moves me to think that today all of Ukraine 
weeps for him,” the Pope said, “but also that many 
people are certain that he already rests in the embrace 
of the heavenly Father.” They are certain, he said, that 
after the example of his “credible and coherent life” 
they will “continue to benefit from his prayer, with 
which he will continue to protect his people who are 
still suffering, marked by violence and insecurity, and 
yet certain that the love of Christ does not disappoint.” 

Pope Francis concluded his letter with a note of grati- 
tude for “this unique religious and social presence in 
Ukraine’s history,” encouraging the faithful to remain 
committed to Cardinal Husar’s “constant teaching and 
total abandonment to Providence.” He called on them to 
continue "10 feel his smile and his caress.” 
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Patriarch Lubomyr 


ю! laid to rest in Kyiv 


cathedral crypt 
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“And the Kobza that Lubomyr played — is the soul of each of us, every 
Ukrainian, regardless of religion, denomination, location and language. With 
his velvety baritone, he could touch such keys of our hearts that even in Lu- 
hansk, Donetsk, Simferopol, in Ukraine or abroad the hearts were moved,” 
he said. 

According to the Head of the UGCC, Lubomyr (Husar) has left us as 
a legacy the foundation of modern Ukrainian Christian civilization, which 
“we have to develop, live and build there our independent and free Ukraine.” 

His Beatitude Lubomyr (Husar) found his final rest in the crypt of the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection. This place is always open, and 
the faithful will be always capable to visit their pastor and pray with him. 
Patriarch Sviatoslav called Greek Catholics not to forget His Beatitude in the 
future and visit the crypt as often as possible. 

“Each of you in moments of doubt, needs should be able to come and pray 
with Lubomyr. Let’s give a word never leave Lubomyr alone in the crypt,” 
said the first hierarch during yesterday’s sermon. : 

During the memorial service, some faithful were holding banner with a 
slogan Subito Santo (Sainthood Now!). 

His Beatitude Lubomyr (Husar) passed away on May 31. 

On June 1, the coffin with his body was brought to St George Cathedral 
in Lviv. The temple was open during this time. People had to stand in long 
queues for several hours to bid farewell to His Beatitude. A big screen was 
installed for the faithful in the square outside St George’s Cathedral, which 
showed a film about Lubomyr (Husar), an interview with him. 

On June 3, a mournful procession was held through the streets of Lviv. 
Tens of thousands of Lviv residents accompanied the coffin with the body 
Lubomyr (Husar) from the Cathedral of St. George to the Church of St Mi- 
chael the Archangel. 

The funeral procession started at about 12:00 after the Divine Liturgy at 
St George’s Cathedral. Clergymen carried the coffin onto the square to the 
monument to Andrey Sheptytsky. At the same time, the big screen near the 
temple played a video with His Beatitude where he gave instructions about 
the Church and faith. People had the last opportunity to be together with 
their pastor and to hear his words. Many believers who came to bid fare- 
well to His Beatitude knew him personally, talked with him and received his 
spiritual guidance. 

Subsequently to the applause of people who until then filled the entire 
space near the cathedral, the coffin with the body was placed on an artillery 
gun carriage. The young people marched ahead of the procession, they car- 
ried the cross and banners, followed by seminary students, monks and nuns 
from different congregations of the Church. Greek Catholic hierarchs led by 
Head of the Church Sviatoslav (Shevchuk) followed the car with the coffin. 

Participating in the funeral procession were representatives of the author- 
ities, religious communities from different cities and villages in Galicia. 
Many young people came to pay the last tribute. They prayed during the pro- 
cession. Sometimes the procession stopped and clergymen read the Gospel. 
And near the monument of Shevchenko a military brass band was waiting 
for the procession. When the car with the coffin cane up to the orchestra, the 
musicians performed mourning melodies. 

The mourning procession lasted for two hours. 

At the Church of St Michael the Archangel, Patriarch Sviatoslav appealed 
to all present on behalf of His Beatitude Lubomyr. He spoke to the semin- 
arians of Lviv seminary, students and teachers of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University, thanked the soldiers and the authorities. He called the today’s 
procession a historic event and compared it with the funeral of the Righteous 
Metropolitan Sheptytsky. 

“This day will go down in history,” he said. “You will be proud to tell your 
children and grandchildren that you participated in this event... Today, His 
Beatitude is saying goodbye. In some time, he will leave for Kyiv in order to 
go to eternal rest at our baptistery font of the Dnipro-Slavuta. He will be laid 
to rest where our Kyivan Church was born.” 

On Sunday, June 4, the procession with the body of Patriarch Lubomyr 
arrived to the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection in Kyiv. 

After the coffin was placed in the church, thousands of Kyiv residents 
were able to bid farewell to His Beatitude — the cathedral doors weren't 
locked either in day or night time, and prayer vigils were read at the coffin. 

See also Pasge 14 
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USAID допомагає 
усунути бар'єри на шляху 
українських експортерів 


(Голос Америки) -Багато українських виробників готові хоч за- 
раз здійснювати експорт до європейських країн. І якість продукції 
висока, і попит на неї є. Але вдома, в Україні - занадто багато 
бар'єрів на шляху експорту: застарілі закони, жорсткі нормативи 
регулювання і контролю, заплутана бюрократія. Прибирати пере- 
пони на шляху українського бізнесу допомагає програма Агент- 
ства США з міжнародного розвитку. Фінансована агентством про- 
грама «Лідерство в економічному врядуванні» сприяє лібералізації 
зовнішньоекономічної діяльності. б; 

Микола Гордійчук керує компанією «Агріко Україна». Його 
фірма вирощує на Київщині картоплю, яка відповідає найвищим 
європейським стандартам. Фермер каже - готовий експортувати 
свою продукцію до ЄС, але поки що не може. Бо в Україні ще не 
така, як в Європі, система фітосанітарного моніторингу. 

«Через те що в Україні не виконуються певні санітарні заходи, ми 
не можемо поставляти картоплю до країн ЄС. Господарство виконує 
всі нормативи. Вони такі ж, як і в Євросоюзі. Але в нас повинна бути 
система моніторингу, якій повірять в ЄС», - розповідає Гордійчук. 

У такій чи подібній ситуації опиняється чи не кожен український 
виробник, який захоче продавати продукцію в країни Євросоюзу. 
Надто ж коли він початківець і йдеться про малий бізнес. 

По-перше, надто жорстка система валютного контролю. Ти 
зобов'язаний продати половину заробленої валюти, і якщо не 
вклався у термін повернення виручки - чекай на штраф. По-друге, 
бюрократичні обмеження. Щоб увійти в реєстр експортерів, му- 
сиш витратити місяці. Купа паперів знадобиться для укладення 
зовнішньоекономічного договору. А якщо ти фермер - то аби дове- 
сти, що твій мед чи яблука якісні, доведеться заплатити за технічну 
експертизу західним лабораторіям більше, ніж отримаєш прибутку. 
Бо українським - не вірять. 

Отож зваживши усі «за» i «проти», багато українських 
підприємців, таких, як голова комітету з підтримки експорту 
Регіональної ради підприємців Дніпропетровщини Ігор Снітівкер, 
відмовляються від самої ідеї. «Це дуже затратно, дуже довго, 
заплутані законодавчі механізми. Це справді занадто складно, тому 
багато хто відмовляється від ідеї експорту продукції», - каже він. 

Програма Агентства США з міжнародного розвитку намагається 
допомогти українській владі зняти всі ці бар'єри, щоб українські ек- 
спортери могли без перешкод продавати свою продукцію за кордон. 

«У нас, по-перше, закон про зовнішньоекономічну діяльність 
застарів, - розповідає експерт програми USAID «Лідерство в 
економічному врядуванні» Любомир Чорній. - Він містить багато 
рудиментів, які на сьогодні не виправдані. Друга проблема — це об- 
тяжливий режим валютного регулювання і валютного контролю, 
який призводить не до того, що в країні залишається більше валюти 
і відбувається реальний вплив на валютний ринрок, а що, навпаки, в 
Україну не заходить частина валюти». 

Як без перешкод працювати на зовнішніх ринках, вже відчули 
українські айтішники. Адміністративні бар'єри для експорту їхніх 
послуг вже усунено нещодавно ухваленим законом. Такого ж зако- 
ну, який би лібералізував зовнішню торгівлю, чекають і українські 
товаровиробники. 
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Нещодавно з'явилася 
інформація про просуван- 
ня | українських військових 
на Донбасі. Майже кілометр 
території звільнили на 
Світлодарській дузі в Донецькій 
області. Утім, це далеко не пер- 
ший подібний випадок цього 
року. Військові експерти запев- 
няють, що з 2015 року українські 
бійці повернули вже десятки ква- 
дратних кілометрів української 
території. «Донбас.Реалії» роз- 
биралися, як 1 чому відбувається 
так званий «повзучий» наступ. 

Сенсаційна новина: українські 
військові просунулися на 
передовій. Про це першим на 
своїй сторінці Ha Facebook на- 
писав волонтер з Дніпра Юрій 
Мисягін. 

«З причини безперервних 
провокацій 1 обстрілів з боку 
супротивника деякий час назад 
піхота 53-ї бригади була змуше- 
на добряче пройти вперед. Де- 
бальцеве стало ще ближче на | 
кілометр», - написав волонтер. 

Хоча потрапити на нові позиції 
Збройним силам України поки не 
вдалося, у Міністерстві оборони 
не спростовують інформацію 
про просування. 

«Якщо підрозділи вступають 
у бій з противником - можлива 
контратака. I тоді можливо, що 
певні території можуть перехо- 
дити з рук у руки і це абсолютно 
зрозуміла річ для тих людей, які 
знаються на цій справі. А зага- 
лом же хочу зазначити, що мова 
йде про Світлодарську дугу», 
— прокоментував представник 
Міністерства оборони України з 
питань АТО Олександр Мотузя- 
ник. 

Це не перший прорив вперед 
українських військ на цьому 
фронтовому відрізку за останні 
півроку. Зураб Чихелідзе — за- 
ступник командира «Грузинсь- 
кого легіону», зараз перебуває 
у військовому госпіталі у Києві. 
Але в грудні 2016 року був на 
фронті: звільняв нову ділянку 
української землі. 

«Це було зроблено без 
пострілів. Складність була в 
тому, щоб зробити це непомітно 
й раптово, а вся та територія 
була | замінована»,  - каже 
військовослужбовець ЗСУ Зураб 
Чихелідзе. 

Тоді, згадує військовий, кон- 
троль над новими висотами на 
Світлодарській дузі значно спро- 
стив роботу його підрозділу на 
передовій. - 

«Це висота, яка дає нам 
можливість спостерігати 3a 
територією і вже стовідсотково 
мати уявлення про ворога. 
Спостерігати за їхніми пере- 
суваннями. Щоб у нас була 
інформація про те, що вони ро- 
блять і як вони це роблять», - 
каже військовослужбовець ЗСУ 
Зураб Чихелідзе. 

Військові експерти ж поясню- 
ють: просування українських 
бійців на передовій відбувається 
за рахунок «сірих 30H» — 
територій, які раніше не були 
зайняті жодною зі сторін 
конфлікту. Цей процес розпочав- 
ся взимку 2015 року. 

Тоді в лютому спеціальний 
підрозділ Національної гвардії 
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Просування ЗСУ: як повертають 
території військові на Донбасі 


Одна з передових позицій українських військових 6 Авдіївській 
промзоні 


України «Азов» провів «Широ- 
кинську операцію». У результаті 
- лінію фронту від Маріуполя 
відсунули і відгородили при- 
морське місто від обстрілів. 

Всього ж експерти виділяють 
чотири основні напрямки, за 
якими просунулася українська 
армія. 

Найбільша з чотирьох ділянок, 
які зайняли українські військові, 
- Приазовська, зауважують 
військові аналітики. Їм вдалося 
взяти під повний контроль село 
Широкине на півдні Донецької 
області 1 змістити лінію фронту 
на схід від Водяного, Пищевика 
i Павлополя. 

Друга ділянка — | район 
Докучаєвська. Бійці фактично 
впритул наблизилися до цього 
міста, підконтрольного бойо- 
викам. Третя - Авдіївка. Тут 
військові повністю відбили у 
бойовиків так звану промзону. 
Також під вогневий контроль 
потрапила стратегічно важлива 
Ясинуватська розв'язка. 

Остання важлива ділянка - 
Світлодарська дуга. Тут військові 
повернули  Новолуганське, на 
кілька кілометрів просунулися в 
напрямі окупованого Дебальцева 
і зайняли сіру територію в районі 
Попасної. У Луганській області 
таких маневрів практично немає. 
У цьому регіоні дві сторони 
розділяє природний бар'єр — 
річка Сіверський Донець. 

Дані про так званий «повзу- 
чий наступ» української армії 
журналісти програми «Донбас. 
Реалії» отримали від військового 
експерта Михайла Жирохова. За 
його підрахунками, загальна пло- 
ща територій, звільнених таким 
чином - від сорока до п'ятдесяти 
квадратних кілометрів. 

«Увечері, якщо це стандар- 
тна тактика, висуваються до 
найближчої посадки, яка не 
контролюється бойовиками, 
наш взвод, або два взводи і око- 
пуються. Вранці бойовики опи- 
няються перед фактом, що це 
вже наша територія», - пояснює 
військовий експерт Михайло 
Жирохов. 

Тактика «жаб'ячих стрибків», 
як ще називають подібні дії 
військових, дозволяє зберегти 
життя бійців, оскільки просуван- 
ня зазвичай відбувається без за- 
стосування зброї. Але сьогодні, 
як зазначають аналітики, така 


тактика практично вичерпала 
себе. 

«Зараз такі «сірі зони» май- 
же скінчилися. Тепер, щоб десь 
щось змінити, ти маєш посунути 
супротивника. Саме тому і вини- 
кають ці бої під Світлодарськом в 
районі висоти 220 і під Авдіївкою 
в районі Ясинуватського блок- 
посту», - зауважує військовий 
журналіст Юрій Бутусов. 

Журналісти програми «Дон- 
бас.Реалії» побували на одній з 
передових позицій в Авдіївській 
промзоні, де українській армії 
якраз і вдалося відсунути 
бойовиків. Сталося це під час 
останнього масштабного заго- 
стрення цієї зими. 

«Зрозуміло, що всі 
«стрімались». Рили. Повзли, рили 
на животах. Взимку, зрозуміло, 
що рити не сильно було зручно», 
— розповідає військовослужбовець 
ЗСУ Антон. : 

Кілька місяців | тому ця 
територія перебувала під контро- 
лем бойовиків. Зараз це передо- 
вий рубіж захисту, який ще на 
кілька сотень метрів відсунув 
бойовиків від будинків мирних 
жителів. 

Утім, бойовики не припиня- 
ють спроб повернути втрачений 
клаптик землі. Калібрами, до- 
зволеними Мінськими домовле- 
ностей, не обмежуються, кажуть 
військовослужбовці. 

На відміну від Авдіївської 
промзони, визнають опитані нами 
експерти, більшість «сірих зон» 
не мали особливого стратегічного 
значення. Але у військових свій 
погляд на це питання. 

«Це дуже важливо, тому що 
це дає мотивацію: хоча б метр 
своєї української землі людина 
повернула. Це дає дуже велику 
мотивацію 1 для нього це важли- 
во. І що він не дарма там сидить», 
- зауважує військовослужбовець 
ЗСУ Зураб Чихелідзе. 

У Міноборони України просу- 
вання української армії в «сірій 
зоні» порушеннями Мінських 
домовленостей не вважають. Ар- 
гумент - нові позиції не порушу- 
ють меж, встановлених угодою. 
Крім того, військові контролю- 
ють навіть менше, ніж дозволе- 
но, адже окуповане бойовиками 
місто Дебальцеве, згідно з до- 
кументом, теж повинно залиша- 
тися під захистом українських 
бійців. 
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Verkhovna Rada in session 


Ukrainian Parliament makes 
NATO integration a priority 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian parliament has defined 
cooperation with NATO, with the ultimate goal of 
joining the Western military alliance, as a top priority 
for the country in the face of Russian “aggression.” 

A total of 276 lawmakers in the 450-seat Verkhovna 
Rada supported amendments to several laws gov- 
erning foreign policy on June 8. 

The amendments, which must be signed by 
President Petro Poroshenko to become law, say that 
Ukraine’s foreign policy will be focused on steps to 
promote cooperation with NATO in order to “achieve 
the criteria needed to gain membership in this organ- 
ization.” 

The document explaining the amendments says the 
move is a response to “the Russian Federation’s ag- 
gression against Ukraine and annexation of a part of 
Ukraine’s territory” — references to Russia’s armed 
takeover of Crimea in 2014 and its involvement in a 


conflict between Kyiv’s forces and separatists that has 
killed more than 9,900 people in eastern Ukraine. 

“The experience of a number of countries neighbor- 
ing Ukraine shows that they consider structures of col- 
lective security that function on the basis of progres- 
sive democratic values...to be the most effective way 
to ensure security and to secure territorial integrity 
and sovereignty,” the document says. 

After Moscow-friendly Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych was toppled by pro-European protests in 
2014, Russia seized the Black Sea peninsula of Cri- 
mea from Ukraine and fomented mutiny in eastern 
Ukraine, where the Russia-backed separatists hold 
parts of two provinces. 

In 2010, Yanukovych signed legislation imposing 
neutral “non-bloc” status on Ukraine, meaning it could 
not join any military alliance. Poroshenko signed a law 
abolishing the neutral status in December. 


White House Says Russia sanctions to 


remain until Ukraine crisis resolved 


(RFE/RL)—A spokeswoman for U.S. President 
Donald Trump says sanctions against Russia for its 
interference in Ukraine would remain in place until 
the crisis is resolved. 

Spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders on June 8 
said the United States “is committed to existing sanc- 
tions against Russia.” 

She added the administration will keep them in 
place “until Moscow fully honors its commitments to 
resolve the crisis in Ukraine.” 

“We believe that the existing executive-branch 
sanctions regime is the best tool for compelling Russia 
to fulfill its commitments,” she added in an off-camera 
briefing with reporters. 

The United States and other Western nations im- 
posed sanctions on Moscow in 2014 for its illegal an- 
nexation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and its sup- 
port for Russia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

President Donald Trump has caused some concern 


White House spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders 


among allies about his commitment to sanctions, 
praising Russian President Vladimir Putin and saying 
he wants to improve relations with Moscow. 


EU ambassadors favor extending 
Crimea sanctions 


By Rikard Jozwiak 

(RFE/RL)—The ambassadors of the European Union 
member states decided on June 6 to prolong the bloc’s in- 
vestment ban against Crimea for another year, punishing 
Russia for its armed takeover of the Ukrainian region. 

The measures include an EU-wide ban on imports 
from Crimea unless they have Ukrainian certificates; a 
prohibition of the purchase by EU companies of prop- 
erty and companies on the Black Sea peninsula; and a 
ban on cruise ships flying the flag of an EU member 


state or controlled by a member state to call at ports 
there. Goods and technology for the transport, tele- 
communications, and energy sectors cannot be export- 
ed to Crimean companies or for use in Crimea. 

The sanctions were adopted in 2014 as a response 
to Russia’s invasion and annexation of the Ukrainian 
peninsula, and have been extended on a yearly basis. 

EU foreign ministers are likely to confirm the deci- 
sion by the ambassadors when they meet in Luxem- 
bourg on June 19. 
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Tours to Ukraine 


Family run since 2001 
2017 ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small group tour guided 
in English and include: airfaire, quality hotels, all meals, 
admission to all events and chartered air-conditioned bus 


We are pleased to offer 
two more tours for 2017: 


Tour 1: July 9 - July 24 

Tour 2: August 27 - September 11 
Victoria/Vancouver $5,625.00 
Edmonton/Calgary $5,525.00 
Regina/Saskatoon $5,425.00 
Winnipeg/Halifax $5,325.00 
Toronto $5,225.00 


ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


All prices are per person (double occupancy). Single occupancy: add $400.00 
Travel Medical and Trip Cancellation Insurances are NOT INCLUDED. 
Groups of 5 or more people: each person receives a $100.00 discount. 


Contact: Sandra: 1-204-256-5996 
or Toll free 1-888-269-3013 
Email: Tours ToUkraine@mymts.net 
Visit: www. Tours ToUkraine.ca 
For full information with photos 


Peter’s Legacy Lives On! 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 


When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal 
and respectful way, please call us. 


» Wide range of burial & cremation | 
services & products 

» Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 


and financial budget 4 
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Freeland comprehensively 
articulates Canadian values 


Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland articulated a comprehen- 
sive and coherent direction for Canada’s Foreign policy, based upon our 
historic and humanistic values, in her speech to Parliament on June 6. 

Coincidentally, this date also marks the 73"? anniversary of what (along 
with Vimy Ridge) stands out as one of Canada’s greatest historic military 
accomplishments in defence of world democracy. 

In fact, the Canadian contribution to the D-day invasion of Normandy 
at Juno Beach far exceeded that of either the United States or the United 
Kingdom in per capita terms. 

But then, Canada’s contribution to preserving the post-World War II 
global order must always be considered in qualitative — not quantitative 
— terms. 

We are not a superpower like the United States. We are — at best — a 
“middle power — one that uses diplomacy and a reputation as an “honest 
broker” to play a role in promoting peace and harmony. 

It is this “honest broker” role that earned Lester B. Pearson a Nobel 
Peace Prize for resolving the 1956 Suez crisis and has guided Canada’s 
foreign policy ever since. 

As Minister Freeland (or just plain Chrystia as we, and other members 
of our Ukrainian community, prefer to call her) stated: 

“Whatever their politics, Canadians understand that as a middle power 
living next to the world’s only superpower, Canada has a huge interest 
in an international order based on rules, one in which might is not al- 
ways right, one in which more powerful countries are constrained in their 
treatment of smaller ones by standards that are internationally respected, 
enforced, and upheld. The single most important pillar of this, which 
emerged following the carnage of the First and Second World Wars is the 
sanctity of borders, and that principle today is under siege. That is why 
the democratic world has united behind Ukraine. 

“The illegal seizure of Ukrainian territory by Russia is the first time 
since the end of the Second World War that a European power has an- 
nexed, by force, the territory of another European country. This is not 
something we can accept or ignore.” 

Freeland paid tribute to the great role the United States has, historic- 
ally, played in maintaining this world order: 

“Even as we celebrate our own part in that project, it is only fair for us 
to acknowledge the larger contribution of the United States, for in blood, 
in treasure, in strategic vision, in leadership, America has paid the lion’s 
share. The United States has truly been the indispensable nation. For their 
unique seven-decades-long contribution to our shared peace and prosper- 
ity, and on behalf of all Canadians, I would like to profoundly thank our 
American friends.” 

Without mentioning U.S. President Donald Trump by name, she never- 
theless expressed Canada’s disappointment with his abandonment of his- 
toric U.S. leadership in maintaining this global order. Canada, by virtue 
of its small population and relatively small military and economic clout, 
compared to its much larger neighbour, can never take the place of the 
United States when it comes to enforcing global order in a concrete way. 
But we have — in the past and present — played a very large moral role 
in using diplomacy and multilateral agreements attaining towards such 
goals. And we must continue to do so in the future. As Chrystia put it: 

“We will be tireless in pursing our national interest, tireless in uphold- 
ing progressive Canadian values, tireless in working to create a rules- 
based international order for the 21st century. Seventy years ago Canada 
played a pivotal role in forming the postwar international order. By virtue 
of our unique experience, expertise, geography, diversity, and values, we 
are now called to do this again for a new century.” 
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Canadian and American combat engineer instructors demonstrate door breaching and room clearing pro- 
cedures to Ukrainian trainees at the International Peacekeeping and Security Centre in Starychi, Ukraine 
on February 23, 2017. (Photo: Joint Task Force — Ukraine) 


Canada should 


propose NATO 


membership for Ukraine 


Ed. Note: Although this article was first published 
prior to the May 25 NATO Summit, it is even more 
relevant today in light of the amendments passed 
by Ukraine’s parliament on June 8 making NATO 
integration a priority and establishing an ultimate goal 
of joining the alliance. 

By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

The Hill Times, May 24, 2017 

If only it were not so. If only more United States 
citizens had confidence in their president; if only the 
Russian foreign minister did not look so self-satisfied 
in the Oval Office. 

At the centre of the turmoil in the White House are 
many issues concerning Russia. The relationship that 
has evolved between Russian officials and President 
Donald Trump and his team is very unclear. Clarity 
might emerge many investigations from now: a special 
prosecutor has only just been announced. For the 
moment, troublesome issues abound. One of them is 
the U.S. approach to the forthcoming NATO summit. 

Following the arrival of the Trump administration, 
there have been strong policy statements requiring 
Russia to comply with its commitment to the Minsk 
agreements and withdraw from Ukraine. These have 
come from such officials as the ambassador to the UN, 
the secretary of state, and the secretary of defence. 
However, the president’s continuing admiration of 
Russia, in light ofits disregard for international law and 
determination to wage war in Ukraine, is problematic. 
Given the turmoil in the White House around Russia’s 
role in the election, how will President Trump stand on 
the Russia-Ukraine issue? 

It is quite certain that the U.S. will press other 
members to increase financial contributions to the 
alliance. However, will the U.S. react to the urgent 
need to confront Russia’s aggression, specifically the 
war it has waged on Ukraine? This is an important 
issue and Canada can be expected to take a strong 
position favouring Ukraine. 

It deserves the support. For nearly three years, and 
against great odds, it has been standing up for its right 
to sovereignty and territorial integrity. Moreover, 
Ukzaine has been the finger in the dyke holding back 
Russia’s flood of aggression from spreading. Russia 15 
using chaos there to test the alliance’s resolve: will it 
push back or cower? Meanwhile, the cost to Ukraine 


have been very high: some 10,000 killed, nearly 
50,000 wounded, and about 1.5 million displaced. 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and its annexation 
of Crimea are blatant violations of law, neighbourly 
co-existence, and human decency. Despite economic 
sanctions, Russia has dug in. Its commitments in the 
Minsk accords to pull out of Ukraine are ignored. 
Clearly, neither is enough. Its defiance needs a strong- 
er pushback. 

The world must keep an extremely close eye on the . 
U.S. performance at the NATO summit. It will indi- 
cate the strength of its commitment to maintaining 
international order and pressuring Russia to do the 
same. 

NATO has the capacity to do that. To date, the al- 
liance’s political will has faltered. Knowing. this, 
Russia has been emboldened in Syria, in worming 
its way into other countries’ democratic institutions, 
and a flood of propaganda. Typically, it denies any 
wrongdoing. Most frightening, it may be buying time 
to strengthen its military capacity to use, most likely, 
against the West. 

Canada can play a valuable role. Over the years, it 
has contributed its fair share to the hard side of foreign 
policy. With its allies, it has supported global military 
missions including in Afghanistan and Rwanda. It 
has the Operation Unifier mission in Ukraine. How- 
ever, Canada’s strength lies in being a conscience for 
likeminded democratic states. 

At the summit, Canada should do what it does best: 
stand up for what is right. It is right to help Ukraine 
push back Russia, and in so doing reaffirm NATO’s 
commitment to peace and security in Europe and 
globally. Canada needs to convince members that it 
is in their best interest to support Ukraine more force- 
fully. President Trump’s support of such a position 
will provide a clear measure of America’s commit- 
ment as well. 

Therefore, at the NATO summit Canada needs to 
put forward a resolution seeking Ukraine’s member- 
ship in NATO should Russia fail to withdraw from 
Ukraine’s territory by a clearly specified date. 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, a former director with the 
Canadian Human Rights Commission, is a founding 
member of the Canadian Group for Democracy in 
Ukraine. 


Ukraine won. And Putin lost. 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine is finally about to get what it 
has been fighting for. 

Ukraine is finally about to get what nearly 10,000 
people have died for. 

Ukraine is finally about to get what the Kremlin did 
everything in its power to prevent. 

After a popular revolution and more than three years 
of war, Ukraine is finally getting its Association Agree- 
ment and free-trade pact with the European Union. 

They’ re getting it despite Vladimir Putin’s attempts 
to bribe and blackmail former Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych. 

They’re getting it despite Russia’s illegal annexa- 
tion of one part of Ukraine’s territory and despite its 
invasion of another. 


And they’re getting it despite Moscow’s attempts to 
smear and discredit Ukraine’s leaders and its people. 

With the Dutch Senate’s ratification of the accord, 
the last real hurdle has been cleared. 

This is finally happening. 

Ukraine won. And Putin lost. 

And with everything that has happened over the 
last three years, it’s easy to forget that this was what 
Ukraine has been fighting for all along. 

As a wave of Euroskepticism swept the EU, ordin- 
ary Ukrainians waved European flags on the Maidan. 

As the likes of Nigel Farage and Marine Le Pen 
disparaged Europe, Ukrainians were quite literally 
dying to join it. 

And they’re about to take a big step closer to that 
goal. 
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Macrons (right) with Putin at Versailles 


Macron gets under Putin’s 


skin, shows up Trump 


By Christopher Dickey, The Daily Beast 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, the wily KGB vet- 
eran, the intruder into the West’s democratic elections, 
the smug defender of dictators and would-be ally of 
Donald Trump, looked like he wanted to hide behind 
the curtains in the Hall of Battles at Versailles. 

French President Emmanuel Macron, who is only 39 
years old and took office just two weeks earlier, was 
calm, cool, collected, and in complete control at their 
joint press conference, May 29. He talked about the 
need for dialogue. But he didn’t hesitate for a second 
to state bluntly and publicly the priorities of France 
defending Western ideals, Western democracy, and, 
when it came down to specifics, he took firm positions 
on everything from Syria and Ukraine to LGBT rights 
in Chechnya, as well as the need to defend civil soci- 
ety in Russia. 

Which is not to say that Macron was undiplomatic. 
At every turn — almost — he offered a way for Putin 
to save face by saying that where they differed there 
is nonetheless a continuing conversation. Even when 
asked about Russian attempts to influence the French 
elections by hacking the Macron campaign, Macron 
said that was something they had spoken about when 
Putin called him to congratulate him after his victory 
on May 7. “Now we are moving ahead,” said Macron. 

But when asked why, as The Daily Beast was the first 
to report in April, the Macron campaign banned from 
its offices reporters for RT (Russia Today) and Sput- 
nik, two of Putin’s pet state-funded media, Macron 
didn’t hesitate a moment: 

“Russia Today and Sputnik have been tools of influ- 
ence, and they spread untruths about my person and 
my campaign,” said Macron. “On that point, I’m not 
going to give an inch. Russia Today and Sputnik did 
not behave like organs of the press and of journalism, 
but as organs of lying propaganda.” 

Whew. й 

Putin may have been expecting the fresh-faced 
French president to give him a warmer welcome. The 
invitation to come to France and open an exhibit at 
the Palace of Versailles devoted to the visit of Peter 
the Great three centuries ago was extended only two 
weeks back, after Macron became president. The two 
leaders had not expected to meet until the G20 in Ger- 
many in July. But Putin jumped at the chance to take 
the measure of the ingenue head of state. 

He probably could not have anticipated — few 
people had — that Macron would grow so quickly 
into his job: wowing the cameras and his counterparts 
at the G7 in Sicily last week; exploiting a death-grip 
handshake with Trump by telling a reporter there was 
nothing “innocent” about it; and strolling through the 
streets of Taormina with Canadian Prime Minister Jus- 
tin Trudeau as the image of new (very un-Trumpian) 
global leadership. 

And now this. 

Even when Macron made his introductory remarks 
about the exhibit at Versailles, he took a shot at the ag- 
gressive defensiveness of Putin’s attempt to rebuild an 
empire in spite of European opposition, and to weak- 
en Europe at every opportunity. Peter the Great, said 
Macron, was the “symbol of a Russia that wanted to 
open up to Europe.” 

Macron, ignoring Napoleon’s disastrous invasion of 
Russia in the early 19th century, said that since Peter 
the Great’s visit to Paris and Versailles in 1717, the 
dialogue between the two countries has gone on for 

300 years. 

Then Macron got down to substance. “On Syria, I 
have reminded President Putin of what our priorities 


are,” he said, starting with those general principles 
on which they can agree: the need to fight terrorism 
and eradicate ISIS; the desire to “preserve the Syrian 
state” and open the way to a democratic transition. 
There was no insistence, as there had been with Mac- 
ron’s predecessor, that Syrian President Bashar Assad 
must go. But that was implied, and may have been 
explicit in private. 5 

Then Macron drew what he called two very clear 
“red lines”: use of chemical weapons, which would 
invite “immediate retaliation”; and any effort to im- 
pede humanitarian corridors to besieged populations. 

On Ukraine, Macron talked about new negotiations, 
but made it clear his core concern right now is a “de- 
escalation” of the conflict instead of, as many expect, 
a summer offensive by one or both sides. 

Macron also said he’d reminded Putin of the import- 
ance of civil society in Russia, and of human rights, 
including those of LGBT people in Chechnya who 
have been put in what some human rights activists de- 
scribe as concentration camps. 

Looking around at the dozens of enormous paintings 
of France’s most famous battles in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, Macron cited them as proof of what hap- 
pens when dialogue fails. 

Putin clearly was chafing as he listened, and also 
when he spoke. Alluding indirectly to the sanctions 
against Russia imposed after it subverted and an- 
nexed Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, he noted that 500 
French companies are operating in his country and 
none have left. He mentioned the dangers posed by 
North Korea and its nuclear ambitions, which Macron 
had not talked about. 

Where Syria was concerned, Putin said his position 
was known: “It is impossible to fight terrorism by 
destabilizing a state’ — a reason to keep Assad, al- 
though he didn’t say so in so many words. 

Once reporters started asking questions, the scene 
heated up. “Meddling in elections?” Putin declared 
that he and Macron hadn’t spoken about that and Mac- 
ron was not interested, “So as far as I am concerned 
the question doesn’t exist.” To which Macron made it 
clear that they had indeed spoken about that issue two 
weeks ago, and “moving ahead” does not mean he has 
forgotten for a moment what went on. 

Putin got especially incensed when asked about the 
obvious support he gave to Macron rival Marine Le 
Pen, a quasi-fascist ultra-nationalist he received at the 
Kremlin during the French presidential campaign. He 
claimed that was perfectly natural since he supported 
many of the same things that she did, such as national 
sovereignty (and by implication the destruction of 
the European Union). She had also been supportive 
of Russia, he said. (By supporting the annexation of 
Crimea, in fact.) 

Putin said those were the reasons he received Le Pen, 
not because of any illusion that she might actually 
win. He and his people read the polls, he said. They 
were not “children.” 

But what Putin could not get around was the fact that 
he had in fact very publicly backed a loser, his cyber- 
agents of one description and another had hacked the 
winner, and he and his policies had failed spectacu- 
larly — at least in France. 

Of course, much can go wrong with a presidency. This 
is very, very early in Macron’s term, and he has five years 
to go. But for a demoralized Europe that only weeks 
ago seemed to be struggling to defend basic values and 
clinging to the frumpy charisma of German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, Macron is like a shot of adrenaline; a 
model of youthful energy who appears able, indeed, to 
put the wunder in wunderkind. 


It was a very good 
spring for Ukraine 


By Diane Francis, Atlantic Council, June 7, 2017 

Ukrainians are finally starting to see that “spring has arrived” following 
a string of positive developments. 

“Tt’s the Ukrainian national habit to complain, but there has been a lot 
of good news lately,” said Ukraine’s Deputy Minister of Trade Nataliya 
Mykolska in an interview while on a trade mission to Canada. “Naftogaz 
won the Stockholm arbitration case against Gazprom on its merits. The 
importance is that we can buy gas from Russia at market prices and not 
at their inflated prices.” 

Still to be decided by arbitration is Naftogaz’s counterclaim against 
Gazprom, alleging overcharges of $30.3 billion. 

Interestingly, this good news, and more, was circulated on the Facebook 
page of Vlad Rashkovan, an official with the IMF. 

“Stop saying that in Ukraine, nothing changes,” he wrote inviting 
others to join in. “Look at the results of the last two months.” Indeed, 
progress is underway. Here is his shortened list of 15 leaps forward, 
followed by a few others: 

» June 1: Canada ratified the free trade agreement with Ukraine. 

- May 31: The international arbitration court in Stockholm rejected 
Gazprom’s controversial “take or pay” claim, ruling in Naftogaz’s favor. 

» May 30: The Dutch senate approved ratification of the EU-Ukraine 
association agreement. 

e May 30: The state e-auction system Prozorro sold the assets of 
bankrupt banks for one billon hryvnia, preparing for participation in the 
auctions of small privatizations. 

e May 17: The European Union approved Ukraine’s visa-free 
agreement. 

- May 13: The Eurovision Song Contest held in Ukraine was recognized 
by the Eurovision board as a success. 

» May 3: Ukraine rose thirty points on the Global Open Data Index, 
besting most EU countries. The country is now ranked as the twenty- 
fourth most open, after Sweden, Germany, and Hong Kong. 

» April-May: as apart of the currency liberalization strategy, the National 
Bank of Ukraine canceled a series of capital controls requirements. 

» April 26: President Petro Poroshenko signed a law easing the merger 
and capitalization procedures for small banks. 

» April 19: The Cabinet of Ministers approved financing for dredging 
a new grain terminal currently built by MV-Cargo company, which is a 
joint venture of Cargill. The total amount of investments is $150 million, 
and is also financed by the EBRD and IFC. 

» April 14: Poroshenko signed a law on a three-year state budget 
process. 

e April 13: The Ukrainian parliament approved a law on the electricity 
market, which introduced a series of important reforms to liberalize the 
country’s energy market. 

e April 3: The International Monetary Fund agreed to release the next 
tranche of $1 billion, bringing total disbursements to $8.38 billion. 

» April 3: As a follow-up of a European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development-funded project, a law on financial restructuring and 
the secretariat for financial restructuring of corporations has become 
operational. 

¢ April 1: The Ministry of Finance launched an automatic electronic 
register of VAT reimbursement. 

It’s an impressive list. Here are four more: 

1. The new National Anticorruption Bureau of Ukraine arrested two of 
the country’s highest-ranking officials on corruption charges. 

2. The IMF advanced $1 billion to Ukraine but has tied this funding to 
reforms, namely the establishment of an Anti-Corruption Court and more 
powers for the National Anticorruption Bureau of Ukraine. 

3. Ryan Air is coming to Ukraine this year. This is in recognition of 
the country’s business and tourist importance to Europe and will add to 
economic growth by bringing more competition for Ukrainian consumers 
and visitors, and more traffic. 

4, Last, but not least, the Russia scandal in the United States and Russia’s 
meddling in the French elections dominates the world’s headlines and 
has destroyed Putin’s image and hopes to get sanctions scrapped or even 
reduced. At the same time, it has raised Ukraine’s profile and importance 
as the line in the sand against Putin’s attempt at world dominance. 

Clearly, more people are realizing that Ukraine is strategically 
important as the largest country in Europe with great potential. Ukraine 
is the world’s fourth most educated; the third largest IT outsource nation 
in the world after the United States and India; an agricultural giant which 
is the largest exporter of sunflower oil, second largest grain exporter and 
third largest exporter of corn, and will be an economic powerhouse once 
it overthrows its corrupt elites and defeats Russia. Millions of Ukrainians 
who have left, and billions of dollars, will flood into the country if 
reformers win the federal election in 2019. 

The struggle has been long and slow. But culturally Ukrainians have 
chosen Europe over the corrupt Soviet system..And while many of us 
would want change more quickly the fact is that nothing, and no one, can 
stop its destiny 

Diane Francis is a Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Councils Dinu 
Patriciu Eurasia Center, Editor at Large with the National Post in 
Canada, a Distinguished Professor at Ryerson University s Ted Rogers 
School of Management, and author of ten books. 


ВеснянкитаГаї 


Яніна Виговська, 
Вчитель в школі Св. Мартина 

19 травня 2017 року учні, 
вчителі, асистенти та гості 
школи Святого Мартина вийш- 
ли Ha подвір'я школи щоб 
відсвяткувати початок весни в 
кращих українських традиціях. 
Ошатно вбрані у вишиванки, 
стрічки і навіть традиційні ка- 
пелюхи, діти і дорослі співали 
веснянки та гаївки, водили хоро- 
води, танцювали 1 насолоджува- 
лися чудовим сонячним днем. 

З такою чудовою ідеєю розпо- 
чати весну саме так, звернулася 
до дирекції школи Св. Мартина 
вчителька музики пані Тетяна 
Палихата ще на початку квітня. 
Адміністрація школи, а саме, 
Влодко Ковальчик разом з Та- 
марою Миськів запропонували 
об'єднати це свято ще з однією 
знаменитою подією 1 зробити 
велике свято весни на подвір'ї 
школи. Завдяки непервершеній 


рий 
Й 


"0 Kalyna оо 


і талановитій пані Тетяні 
Палихатій, діти все вивчили про- 
сто бездоганно. Слова пісень, 
танці, рухи діти виконували з та- 
кою любовю і завзяттям, що на 
це хотілося дивитися ще і ще. Під 
час планування сценарію цього 
весняного заходу, пані Палиха- 
та, намагалася показати дітям 
якою багатою та різноманітною 
є традиція зустрічі весни в нашо- 
му фольклорі. 

Розпочалося дійство дитячою 
піснею-грою «Подоляночка». 
Далі, діти енергійно співали 1 
танцювали виконуючи пісні такі 
як «Ой є в лісі калина», «По- 
саджу я грушечку» та «Грицю, 
Грицю до роботи», Завдяки вчи- 
телю шостого класу пану Оресту 
Гриньків діти мали чудовий звук 
і музику. 

Після виступу діти, вчителі, 
асистенти та глядачі підготували 
невеличку  несподіванку для 
Владики Давида Мотюка. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE CALL MELINDA 780-913-6194 


М 


вкиушколі 


Тетяна Палихата з учнями п'ятої кляси. 


клі Cahors) 
Васю Vege 
Chao салона 

українсь культури 


Він зовсім цього неочікував, і 
тому почувався дуже зворуше- 
ним. Школярі привітали його з 
подвійним ювілеєм, а саме, 15- 
ти річчям у чині Владики і 10-ти 
річчям співпраці з католицькою 
шкільною системою міста Ед- 
монтон. Учні підготували для 
Владики листівки, малюнки і 
навіть роздруковану електронну 
книгу. Владиці співали "Многая 
літа? 1 бажали ще багато років 
життя і служіння Богу. 

За словами першокласниці Да- 
клин М., "Владика Давид - це мій 
найулюбленіший Владика!" Чу- 
дову атмосферу заходу надавали 
також 4 величезні торти для Вла- 
дики. Після закінчення вітальної 
частини, Владика Давид заходив 
до кожного класу 1 роздавав дітям, 


Французьке ім'я - 


780.452.7770 ,chateaulouis.com 
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Св.Мартина 


з вдячністю за їхню важку працю, 
ласий шматок ювілейного торту. 

Варто відзначити, що Да- 
вид ШМотюк був іменований 
Єпископом Української Tpexo- 
Католицької Церкви з титулом 
місцевого  єпископського  пре- 
столу Матари в Нумібії і призна- 
чений  Єпископом-Помічником 
Архиєпископа Вінніпезького 
для українців 11 червня, 2002 
року у Катедральному храмі 
Святого Василія Великого тут в 
Едмонтоні. 

A Ha завершення, хотілось 
би вірити, що таке свято вес- 
ни з піснями, танцями і дитя- 
чим сміхом стане ще однією 
традицією в школі Святого Мар- 
тина і буде повторюватися із 


року в рік. 


Українська душа 
11727 Kingsway NW | Edmonton АВ ТУ5С ЗАЇ 


1.800.661.9843 
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Pence says Russia is а 
threat to global stability 


(RFE/RL)—Russian || officials 
have protested strongly against 
comments by U.S. Vice President 
Mike Pence in which he mentioned 
Russia as a threat to global stability 
on a par with Iran. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said on June 6 Moscow 
“regrets” the comments and called 
on the United States to “clarify its 
position.” 

“Obviously, President [Donald] 
Trump’s position is the main thing 
that Moscow takes into considera- 
tion,” Peskov said. 

Speaking at the Atlantic Council 
in Washington on June 5, Pence 
strongly reaffirmed the U.S. com- 
mitment to NATO as “unwayver- 
ing.” 

“A strong NATO is vitally im- 
portant, especially in these trying 
times,” Pence said. “From Russia’s 
efforts to redraw international bor- 
ders by force, to Iran’s attempts to 
destabilize the Middle East, to the 
global menace of terrorism that 
can strike anywhere at any time, 
it seems that the world is more 
dangerous today than at any point 
since the fall of communism a 
quarter century ago.” 

Pence’s comments. come after 
some observers criticized Trump 
for insufficiently backing the alli- 
ance during а recent NATO summit 
in Brussels. 

Leonid Slutsky, chairman of the 
Russian State Duma’s Foreign Af- 

‘ fairs Committee, said Pence’s com- 
ments “sum up dozens and hun- 
dreds of anti-Russian speeches” 
that have been heard in the United 


U.S. Vice President Mike Pence 


States since Trump was elected last 
November. 

Konstantin Kosachyov, head 
of the Federation Council’s Inter- 
national Affairs Committee, said 
Pence’s remarks were “the pinnacle 
of absurdity,” adding that Russia 
and Iran are only “dangerous to the 
[U.S.-dominated] unipolar world.” 

Earlier on June 6, U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Rex Tillerson said 
President Donald Trump told him 
to “begin a reengagement process” 
aimed at rebuilding relations with 
Moscow, and not to let the turmoil 
in Washington over possible Rus- 
sian ties to Trump’s inner circle get 
in the way. 

The FBI and the U.S. Congress 
are investigating the contacts be- 
tween Russians and the Trump 
campaign and transition team, in- 
cluding a search for any signs of 
collusion by associates of Trump 
with what U.S. intelligence offi- 
cials say were Russia’s aims in the 
election. 
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Because you give... 


The Good News of Our Lord is 
shared with our brothers and 

| Sisters in remote and isolated 
missions across our vast land. 


“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”—-Matthew 28:19 


Your support will help train lay leaders to assist in ministry across our North. 
In photo, Archbishop Murray Chatlain of Keewatin-Le Pas missioning lay leaders 
in Northern Saskatchewan. 


PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF CATHOLIC MISSIONS IN CANADA. 
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Mail te: Catholic Missions In Canada 
201 - 1155 Yonge Street, Toronto ОМ МАТ 1М/2 


Tel: 416-934-3424 Toll-free: 1-866-YES-CMIC (937-2642) Website: www.cmic.info 


Postal Code. 


Donate directly to 
Ukraine YMCA through 
YMCA of Northern Alberta 


Your donation can help: 


- Strengthen communities in Ukraine 


. Give children access to programs and 
services a 


- Provide safe spaces for refugees and 
people in crisis 
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«Матеріалів багато, 


голосу мало» 
Суд у справі про держзраду 
Януковича перенесли 


- Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

Оболонський районний суд Києва оголосив перерву в 
підготовчому засіданні у справі державної зради Віктора Януковича 
до 16 червня. За 9 годин слухання колишній президент-утікач так 
і не вийшов за зв'язок. Адвокати Януковича заявляють, що той 
згоден взяти участь у процесі, проте на своїх умовах. Захист екс- 
президента присвятив засідання розгляду клопотань щодо зібраних 
Генеральною прокуратурою доказів. Обвинувачення заявляє, що 
адвокати цілеспрямовано затягують процес. 

Адвокати Віктора Януковича ретельно готувалися до судового 
засідання, i ще напередодні анонсували 230 клопотань щодо 
доказової бази Генеральної прокуратури. Захист екс-президента 
стратегії не змінив: наполягають на тому, що підозру Януковичу 
вручено не було, і що підстав для заочного розгляду справи про 
державну зраду немає. 

7 Щеодинаргумент, який адвокати час від часу повторювали, — що 
не листи Януковича до російського президента Володимира Путіна 
i Ради Федерації Росії з закликом ввести війська в Україну призвели 
до подальших подій. А отже, за версією захисту, підстав для 
звинувачень у державній зраді немає. TITY ж наполягає, що саме 
ті звернення, написані Януковичем у 2014 році першим особам 
Російської Федерації, дали Кремлю формальне виправдання для 
агресивних дій. 

На початку засідання адвокати оприлюднили нову заяву 
Януковича про те, що він готовий давати свідчення, проте на своїх 
умовах: Україна має звернутись до МЗС Росії щодо міжнародної 
правової допомоги. 

«Незважаючи на те, що вказане кримінальне провадження я 
розцінюю виключно як спосіб мого політичного переслідування 
і зведення особистих рахунків, я готовий i хочу брати участь у 

"його розгляді в суді. Європейська конвенція про взаємну правову 
допомогу у кримінальних справах зобов'язує держав-учасниць 
надавати одна-одній найширшу взаємну допомогу», - йдеться у 
тексті заяви Януковича. 

За версією адвокатів колишнього президента-утікача, Янукович 
«вимушено перебуває» на території Росії. І перш ніж вимагати його 
повернення до Києва, ГПУ має розслідувати замах на нього, про 
який Віктор Янукович заявляв перед втечею до Ростова-на-Дону. 

Сторона обвинувачення не згодна: текст підозри надсилали на 
всі відомі адреси Януковича, у тому числі на території Росії. А 
що ж стосується побоювань екс-президента за своє життя - ГПУ 
висловлювала готовність подбати про його захист на час розгляду 

справи, сказав прокурор Руслан Кравченко. Хоча адвокати 1 не 
надали доказів, що такі загрози дійсно є, додав він. 

Сторона захисту також звинувачує генерального прокурора Юрія 
Луценка у тиску на суд своїми Фейсбук-постами та політизації 
процесу. Очільник ГПУ повинен особисто брати участь у процесі, 
вважає адвокат Януковича Віталій Сердюк. Як приклад сторона 
захисту навела виступ Луценка у Верховній Раді, коли він назвав 
своїм головним досягненням саме передачу до суду справи екс- 
президента. А також його коментар щодо рішень суду у справі про 
затриманих колишніх податківців, коли генпрокурор натякнув про 
«пожежний стан на Печерську». 

Колегія суддів Оболонського суду, який і розглядає справу, 
запевнила: закон - понад усе, і посадовці на Феміду не можуть 
тиснути. Тож погодились відправити на розгляд Вищої ради 
правосуддя висловлювання генпрокурора Юрія Луценка, голови 
МВС Арсена Авакова та інших посадовців стосовно суддів. 

Адвокати екс-президента Віктора Януковича також планують 

, клопотати про Te, що слід викликати на допит чинного президента 
Петра Порошенка, секретаря РНБО Олександра Турчинова та екс- 
прем'єра Арсенія Яценюка. 

«Ми плануємо заявити клопотання про допит усієї верхівки влади 
цієї країни, яка брала участь у подіях лютого 2014 року», - сказав 
адвокат Сердюк. 

Проте Аваков, Турчинов та Яценюк уже були допитані на етапі 

- досудового слідства, сказав представник державного обвинувачення 
Руслан Кравченко. 

«Обвинувачення не планує викликати президента, тому що 
необхідності немає», - сказав прокурор. 

Упродовж всього засідання суд намагався з'ясувати позицію 
захисту щодо подальшого розгляду справи по суті судом присяжних. 

«Захист наполягає, щоб розгляд відбувався у складі колегії із 
трьох професійних суддів», - сказав зрештою адвокат Януковича 
Віталій Сердюк. 

Він зазначив, що майже 70% присяжних, які вказані в списку 
на сайті Київської міської ради, є колишніми співробітниками 
правоохоронних органів. 

Після 9 годин розгляду справи та кількох прохань адвокатів про 
перерви Оболонський суд, зрештою, погодився перенести розгляд 
на 16 червня. На цьому наполягав адвокат Сердюк. 

«Я просив би перенести. Є необхідність і прокурору, і захисту 
відпочити. Я наполягаю на перерву. Матеріалів багато, голосу вже 
мало», - зазначив він. 

Прокурори, натомість, наполягали на продовженні судового 
засідання. 
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Ї Свобода 
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Бізнесмен Нісан Моісеєв та Віктор Медведчук 14 листопада 2016 року у аеропорту «Київ» 


Оприлюднено доказ зв'язку 
Медведчука з власником найбільшого 
імпортера скрапленого газу з Росії 


(Радіо Свобода) -Власник швейцарської 
компанії Proton Energy Group 5.А., яка викупи- 
ла активи російської «Роснефти» в Україні, та з 
2017 року стала найбільшим імпортером скрапле- 
ного газу з Росії, Нісан Моісеєв був помічений у 
компанії Віктора Медведчука, який спростовував 
свій зв'язок із ним. Їхній спільний приліт на чартері 
Медведчука до аеропорту «Жуляни» зафіксували 
журналісти програми «Схеми» (спільного проекту 
Радіо Свобода і телеканалу «А :Перший»). 

Експерти ринку та журналістські розслідування 
раніше вказували на можливу причетність самого 
Медведчука до компаній Нісана Моїісеєва, які ви- 
купили російський нафтогазовий бізнес в Україні. 
Вперше вдалося зафіксувати наочне підтвердження 
зв'язку між Медведчуком та Моїісеєвим, - йдеться 
в розслідуванні. 

Журналісти зафіксували на камеру, як 14 листопа- 
да 2016 року із агропорту «Внуково» (Москва) до ae- 
ропорту «Київ» прилетів приватний літак «Фалькон 
900». Це один із найдорожчих приватних літаків - 
його вартість сягає близько 50 мільйонів доларів. 

З літака вийшов кум президента Росії Владіміра 
Путіна та представник України в гуманітарній 
підгрупі на Мінських переговорах Віктор Медвед- 
чук у компанії декількох чоловіків, серед яких був 
Нісан Моісеєв. 

Бізнесмена розпізнали журналісти профільного 
видання «Нефтеринок». Вийшовши з терміналу, 
чоловіки обнялись та поцілувались на прощання. 

Нісан Моісеєв - власник швейцарських фірм 
Glusco Energy S.A. та Proton Energy Group S.A. 
В 2016 році російська держкомпанія «Роснефть» 
продала свої українські активи (мережу АЗС під 
брендами ТНК, Золотий гепард, Formula та Smile, 
а також нафтобази та Лисичанський нафтопере- 
робний завод) фірмі Glusco Energy. А з 2017 року 
Proton Energy Group став найбільшим імпортером 
скрапленого газу в Україну. 

«Ця зустріч збіглася у часі з «зачищенням» 
ринку імпорту скрапленого газу України під ново- 


го гравця, яким став той самий Нісан Моісеєв», - 
йдеться в розслідуванні. 

Наприкінці 2016 року в традиційних імпортерів 
скрапленого газу почалися проблеми: діями СБУ, 
Мінекономрозвитку та митниці був зупинений 
його імпорт, і майже одночасно з'явилися фірми, 
які почали імпортувати великі обсяги скрапленого 
газу з Росії. При цьому, експерти відзначають, що 
дії української СБУ були синхронізовані з діями 
російських органів контролю. 

«Митна служба разом з СБУ почала тут (в 
Україні - ред.) різко розчищати територію, тобто 
почала тиснути на наших потужних імпортерів 
зрідженого газу. А там (в Росії - ред.) Федеральна 
служба експортного контролю визначила Proton — 
дочірню структуру Glusco - як єдиного експортера 
ресурсу «Роснефти». Від якої людини могли були 
бути такі синхронні дії з тієї 1 цієї сторони? Крім, 
як Медведчук, у мене ніяких асоціацій немає», - 
розповідає екс-президент «Об'єднання операторів 
ринку нафтопродуктів України» Леонід Косянчук. 

Раніше видання Liga.net у своїх розслідуваннях 
пов'язувало фірми Proton Energy Group та Glusco 
Energy із Віктором Медведчуком. Brim 1 Нісан 
Моїсеєв, i Віктор Медведчук це спростовують. 

«З паном Медведчуком я знайомий давно, як 
і з багатьма іншими українськими, російськими, 
європейськими,  ізраїльськими,  американськи- 
ми публічними людьми та бізнесменами. Нас 
пов'язують дружні відносини, а не ділові», - зая- 


-вив «Схемам» Моісеєв. Він підкреслив, що Мед- 


ведчук ніякого стосунку до Proton Energy Group та 
Glusco Energy не має. «Вони належать мені, я їхній 
єдиний власник», - сказав він. 

Віктор Медведчук не відповів на запит по 
суті, вдавшись до образ на адресу Радіо Сво- 
бода. Але раніше у прес-службі громадського 
руху «Український вибір», лідером якого він є, 
повідомляли, що ні Віктор Медведчук, ні його 
структури жодного стосунку до угоди купівлі- 
продажу активів «Роснефти» не мають. 


СБУ: відкрили провадження через розв'язання 
посадовцями Росії гібридної війни проти України 


(Радіо Свобода) -У Службі безпеки 
України заявляють, що прокуратура Криму 
при Генпрокуратурі відкрила кримінальне 


провадження за фактом розв'язання посадовцями 
Росії гібридної війни проти України. 

Як повідомляє прес-служба СБУ, провадження 
відкрили за частиною | статті 437 Кримінального 
кодексу України - планування, підготовка або 
розв'язування агресивної війни чи воєнного 
конфлікту, а також участь у змові, що спрямована 
на вчинення таких дій. 

«Відкрите кримінальне провадження є 
безпрецедентним, адже вперше правову оцінку 
отримає інформаційна складова гібридної війни 
Росії проти України. Важливість цього процесу 
визначається тим, що агресія Росії принесла 
знедолення і змусила залишити місця проживання 
тисячі українських громадян, особливо це стосується 
кримських татар», - йдеться у повідомлені відомства. 


У СБУ зазначають, що робота спецслужби 
«дозволила створити доказову базу й розпочати 
цю резонансну для українського та міжнародного 
суспільства кримінальну справу». 

Верховна Рада України офіційно оголосила 20 
лютого 2014 року початком тимчасової окупації 
Криму i Севастополя Росією. Міжнародні 
організації визнали окупацію і анексію Криму 
незаконними і засудили дії Росії. Країни Заходу 
ввели низку економічних санкцій. Росія заперечує 
окупацію півострова і називає це «відновленням 
історичної справедливості». 

Крім того, навесні 2014 року після російської 
анексії Криму почався збройний конфлікт на 
Донбасі. Україна і Захід звинувачують Росію у 
збройній підтримці сепаратистів. Кремль відкидає 
ці звинувачення. За даними ООН, станом на 
лютий 2017 року на Донбасі від початку конфлікту 
загинули понад 9,9 тисячі людей. 
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UCC Meets with 
Minister Bibeau 


(UCC National)—A UCC delegation led 
by National President Paul Grod met with 
Marie-Claude Bibeau, Canada’s Minister of 
International Development and La Franco- 
phonie, in Ottawa on May 18. 

The UCC briefed Minister Bibeau about 
the community’s projects in support of 
Ukraine’s most vulnerable, especially 
women and children who represent many of 
the more than 1.5 million people internally 
displaced as a result of Russia’s war against 
Ukraine. 

“Tt was a good opportunity to discuss a num- 
ber of important development issues affecting 
Ukraine. The meeting was constructive and I 
welcomed the chance to meet and to hear the 
views of UCC on how best to support Ukraine 
moving forward,” said Bibeau. 

Grod and Minister Bibeau discussed fu- 
ture opportunities for cooperation, in par- 
ticular the most effective ways the UCC 
can support Canada’s ongoing technical and 
humanitarian assistance. The UCC believes 
that our community can play a very positive 


role in helping to ensure the effectiveness of 
projects and program in Ukraine. 

“Canada’s contribution to the internation- 
al effort to alleviate the suffering caused by 
Russia’s invasion has helped address the 
humanitarian crisis. Canada’s support for 
Ukraine’s government and civil society is 
crucial in ensuring the success of the com- 
prehensive reforms underway in Ukraine,” 
stated Grod. “The results of these efforts 
have so far been impressive, but there is 
more to do. We look forward to working 
with the Minister of International Develop- 
ment to ensure that further Canadian assist- 
ance continues to make a difference.” 

Joining Grod at the meeting were Alex- 
andra Chyezij, UCC First Vice President; 
Ruslana Wrzesnewskyj, Help Us Help 
The Children; John Holuk, chair of UCC’s 
Ukraine Appeal; and Thor Michalchyshyn, 
UCC CEO. 

UCC presented Minister Bibeau with a 
traditional Ukrainian embroidered blouse on 
the occasion of Vyshyvanka Day. 


CUFTA granted Royal Assent 


(UkrNews/UCC National)—The Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress (UCC) welcomes 
the granting of Royal Assent to the act im- 
plementing the Canada Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA). The Right Honour- 
able David Johnston, Governor General of 
Canada, signed the CUFTA Implementation 
Act (C-31) on June 1. 

“This historic agreement is a win-win for 
both Canada and Ukraine. ! congratulate 
everyone who worked for its adoption,” 
stated Paul Grod, National President of the 
UCC. “This deal will provide significant new 
opportunities for both Canadian and Ukrain- 
ian investors and businesses, and will further 
stimulate economic growth in Ukraine and 
Canada.” 

The Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agree- 
ment will enter into force 30 days after the 
exchange of ratification documents. 

The final phase of the ratification process 
was completed when the Senate of Canada 


unanimously adopted Bill C-31. 

It passed Third Reading in the House of 
Commons on February 14 and was ratified 
by Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna 
Rada on March 14. 

CUFTA was signed was signed in Kyiv 
on July 11, 2016 by then-International Trade 
Minister Chrystia Freeland and Stepan Ku- 
biv, Ukraine’s First Vice Prime Minister and 
Minister of Economic Development and 
Trade, during Canadian Prime Minister Jus- 
tin Trudeau’s official visit to Ukraine. 

When CUFTA enters into force, Canada 
will immediately eliminate duties on 99.9 
percent of imports from Ukraine. Similarly, 
Ukraine will eliminate tariffs on approxi- 
mately 86 percent of Canadian exports, with 
the balance of tariff concessions to be imple- 
mented over a period of up to seven years. 
CUFTA will thus eliminate essentially all 
tariffs on goods currently traded between 
Canada and Ukraine. 
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UCC welcomes new Ontario 
Provincial Council President 


(UCC National)—At its Annual General 
Meeting in Oshawa on May 6 the Ontario 
Provincial Council of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress elected Anna Kuprieieva as 
President. 

Kuprieieva is an international law special- 
ist with expertise in international trade and 
investment law, corporate law, competition 
law, export controls and customs-related 
matters. She currently works for Citco Can- 
ada, a financial services company. 

Kuprieieva earned a Bachelor and Master 
of Law Degrees in Ukraine, and an LL.M. in 
International Law from the University of Ot- 
tawa. She is a member of the Ukrainian Bar 
Association and the Ukrainian Canadian Bar 
Association. 

Anna served as a Canada Ukraine Parlia- 
mentary Program Intern in 2013, and in 2014 
worked as a Ukraine Crisis: PR & Media 
Coordinator at the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress National Office. 

Upon moving to Toronto, Anna continued 
her community involvement with Euromai- 
dan Toronto, assisting with the UCC Ukraine 
Appeal by providing volunteer legal & docu- 
ment control support for humanitarian and 
medical aid shipments to Ukraine. 

“I welcome the election of another accom- 
plished Ukrainian Canadian woman to the 
ranks of Provincial Council Presidents,” said 
Alexandra Chyczij, First Vice President of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Nation- 


Anna Kuprieieva 


al. “The Executive Committee of the UCC 
looks forward to working with Ms. Kuprie- 
ieva as Ukrainian Canadians in Ontario ex- 
pand and solidify their presence throughout 
the province.” 

The UCC thanks outgoing Ontario Provin- 
cial Council acting President Walter Kish and 
former President Lidia Narozniak for their ser- 
vice and dedication to the community. 


Russian court convicts Ukrainian’ 
library chief of inciting hatred 


(RFE/RL)—A Russian court has convicted 
the former director of Moscow’s Ukrainian 
Literature Library of inciting hatred in a ruling 
that Amnesty International said displayed “ut- 
ter contempt for the rule of law.” 

In a June 5 verdict that followed a closely 
watched trial, the Meshchansky District 
Court also found Natalya Sharina guilty of 
embezzlement and handed her a four-year 
suspended sentence. 

The hate-crime charge against the 
59-year-old librarian stemmed from the Rus- 
sian state’s claim that her library’s collection 
included books that are banned in Russia 
as extremist, including works by Ukrainian 
ultranationalist Dmytro Korchynsky. Police 
have been accused of planting some of the 
banned books at the state-run library. 

The case was steeped in the confrontation 
between Russia and Ukraine, whose his- 
torically close ties have been torn apart by 
Moscow’s seizure of Crimea and support for 
separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

Sharina was detained in October 2015 
amid growing animus between Moscow and 
Kyiv over Russia’s illegal annexation of the 
Black Sea peninsula and its involvement in 
the war in eastern Ukraine, which has killed 
more than 9,900 people. 

In April 2016, investigators additionally 
charged her with embezzlement, claiming 
that she used library funds to pay for her 
legal defense in a separate extremism case 
against her that was dismissed in 2013. 

Her lawyer said the authorities had 
“trumped up” the new charges after realiz- 
ing their initial case against Sharina was too 
weak. 


Natalya Sharina in a Moscow court on June 5 


‘Sharina, who was under pretrial house ar- 
rest for most of the time after she was de- 
tained, has rejected all the allegations as 
politically motivated. The respected Russian 
human rights group Memorial considered 
her a political prisoner. 

“This highly politicized case runs totally 
counter to justice and highlights serious 
flaws in the independence of Russia’s ju- 
diciary. Natalya Sharina should not have 
been prosecuted, still less convicted,” Denis 
Krivosheev, deputy director for Europe and 
Central Asia at Amnesty International, said 
following the verdict. 

“The prosecution has exploited the highly 
charged anti-Ukrainian atmosphere that is 
prevalent in Russia at the moment, while the 
court simply dismissed key evidence for the 
defense, including testimonies that police of- 
ficers were seen planting the banned books 
at the library,” an Amnesty statement quoted 
him as saying. 

On May 29, the state prosecutor asked the 
judge to find Sharina guilty and give her a 
five-year suspended sentence. 


Explosion hits U.S. Embassy in Kyiv 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian authorities say a de- 
vice has exploded in the U.S. Embassy com- 
pound in central Kyiv, causing no casualties. 

The blast hit the embassy located in the 
Shevchenkivsky district at around midnight, 
police said on June 8. 

“Investigators found that an unknown 
person threw an explosive device onto the 
grounds of the diplomatic mission,” a state- 


ment said, adding that a criminal case had 
been opened to look into the incident. 

The embassy said that “a security incident 
involving a small incendiary device” oc- 
curred just after midnight, adding that it does 
not consider it a terrorist act. 

“All Embassy operations are continuing 
as normal” after no damage was caused, the 
embassy wrote on Twitter. 


backs key ЕД - 
Ukraine pact 


(RFE/RL)—The Dutch Senate has 
approved the European Union’s Association 
Agreement with Ukraine, paving the way 
for ratification of the pact strengthening ties 
between the EU and Kyiv. 

The 50-to-25 vote in the upper house of 
parliament in the Netherlands on May 30 

_ marks one of the final stages in a long path to 
the landmark deal, which had initially been 
slated for signing in November 2013. 

Then-Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych balked at the deal under 
pressure from Moscow, prompting massive 
protests that pushed him from power in 
February 2014. 

Russia responded by seizing Ukraine’s 
Crimea region and backing separatists 
whose war against Kyiv’s forces has killed 
more than 9,900 people in eastern Ukraine 
— moves that have reinforced the desire of 
many Ukrainians for closer relations with 
the EU. 

The Dutch lower house of parliament 
backed the agreement in a vote weeks before 
March 15 parliamentary elections, and King 
Willem-Alexander is expected to sign it into 
law in the coming days. 

European diplomats speaking on condition 
of anonymity have told RFE/RL it could 
be ratified during an EU-Ukraine summit 
in July and would enter into force in early 
autumn. 

The Netherlands is the only EU country 
that has yet to approve the agreement with 
Ukraine. 

The agreement’s fate was plunged into 
uncertainly when 61 percent of Dutch voters 
opposed it in a citizen-driven, nonbinding 
referendum in April 2016. 

The Dutch government eased voters’ 
concerns in December by adding a legally 
binding supplement to the Association 
Agreement to underscore that it will not give 
Kyiv the right to automatic EU membership 
or guarantee any EU military aid for Ukraine. 


Montenegro bars 
149 Russians 
linked to 
annexation of 
Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—Montenegro has reportedly 
barred 149 Russians and Ukrainians from 
entering the country in response to recent 
bans Moscow placed on Montenegrins їтау- 
eling to Russia. 

Those placed on the Montenegrin blacklist 
were selected because of their role in Rus- 
sia’s illegal annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 
in 2014 in violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, local media reported 
on June 2, citing government officials. 

The “undesirable” list reportedly includes 
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Ro- 
gozin, head of intelligence services Nikolai 
Patrushey, Republic of Chechnya leader 
Ramzan Кадугоу, tycoon and owner of 
Tsargrad TV Konstantin Malofeyev, and the 
deputy secretary-general of the ruling United 
Russia party, Sergei Zheleznyak. 

In 2014, Montenegro joined EU sanctions 
against Russia imposed over its aggression 
in Ukraine, a factor cited by Russian author- 
ities in barring entry of a lawmaker from 
Montenegro’s ruling Democratic Party of 
Socialists, Miodrag Vukovic, on May 28. 

Following that incident, Montenegrin offi- 
cials said Russia had a secret list of about 50 
Montenegrin leaders it is banning, including 
Prime Minister Dusko Markovic, President 
of the Assembly Ivan Brajovic, and the lead- 
er of the ruling party, Milo Djukanovic. 


(UkrNews)—F ree societies face a growing 
threat from authoritarian leaders who repre- 
sent a permanent and increasingly powerful 
challenge to liberal democracy as the domin- 
ant governing system of the 21st century, a 
new Freedom House report concludes. 

The report, Breaking Down Democracy: 
The Goals, Strategies, and Methods of Mod- 
ern Authoritarians, contends that Russia, 
China, and other repressive regimes have 
succeeded where previous totalitarian sys- 
tems failed due to their more refined and nu- 
anced strategies of control, their exploitation 
of open societies, and the spread of illiberal 
policies in democratic countries themselves. 

“The leaders of today’s authoritarian sys- 
tems devote full-time attention to the chal- 
lenge of crippling the opposition without 
annihilating it, and flouting the rule of law 
while maintaining a plausible veneer of or- 
der, legitimacy, and prosperity,” said Arch 
Puddington, the report’s author. 

“Russian interference in democratic elec- 
tions in America and Europe is the most dis- 
turbing manifestation of a broader authori- 
tarian drive for global influence,” Pudding- 
ton said. “Other dangerous activities include 
Moscow’s campaigns to destabilize neigh- 
boring democracies and Beijing’s efforts to 
impose international censorship on matters 
of importance to China.” 

“Tt can no longer be assumed that Russia’s 
challenge to democracy is limited to its poli- 
cies of internal repression and aggression to- 
ward neighbors like Ukraine and Georgia,” 
reads the report. 

“The Kremlin’s development of parallel 
institutions — government-controlled civil 
society, a propaganda machine based on the 
latest media technologies, realistic but pure- 
ly decorative elections — was once regarded 
as a project intended for Russia alone. When 
Angela Merkel, in response to Russia’s in- 
vasion of Ukraine, exclaimed that Vladimir 
Putin lives in a different world, she meant a 
specifically Russian universe where facts are 
irrelevant, international treaties are obsolete, 
and sovereignty is a matter of power rather 
than law. 

“Now, however, the Kremlin has аї- 
tempted to project this version of reality onto 
the democratic world. In the United States, 
Russia brazenly interfered in the electoral 
process through hacking efforts sponsored 
by its intelligence agencies. Whether this 
interference actually affected the outcome of 
the election is subject to debate. But there is 
strong evidence, endorsed by the entirety of 
the U.S. intelligence establishment and num- 
erous independent analyses, that the interfer- 
ence did occur. 

The report states that “Russia has also 
moved aggressively against neighboring 
states where democratic institutions have 
emerged or where democratic movements 
have succeeded in ousting corrupt leaders” 

The following are the main techniques 
employed by the Kremlin to influence the 
actions of its neighbors: 

1. Civil society and ‘traditional values’: 
The Kremlin has funded and encouraged 
pro-Russian civil society organizations in 
neighboring states to build influence among 
local populations and promote its policies 
and interests. The Russian government has 
also exploited its partnership with the Ortho- 
dox Church to present itself as a champion 
of “traditional values,” and to portray op- 
ponents — including human rights activists 
and European democracies as purveyors of 
hedonism and immorality. 

2. Propaganda offensives: The Kremlin 
has made powerful use of Russian-language 
media, especially state-controlled television 
stations, to spread disinformation and foment 
discontent among ethnic Russians in the Bal- 
tics, Ukraine, Moldova, and elsewhere. 

3. The energy weapon: At various times 
during Putin’s tenure, Russia has sought to 
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‘Dutch Senate | Russia threatens world democratic 
order, Freedom House says 


“It can no longer be 
assumed that Russia’s 
challenge to democracy 
is limited to its policies 
of internal repression 
and aggression toward 
neighbors like Ukraine 
and Georgia.” 


use its oil and natural gas exports as a means 
of disciplining Ukraine and other neighbors. 
It has raised and lowered prices for political 
reasons, abruptly halted deliveries in the 
dead of winter, and manipulated pipeline 
routes and investments to drive a wedge be- 
tween Germany and other European powers 
on one side and the Baltic states and Ukraine 
on the other. 

4. The trade weapon: Russia has invoked 
dubious health concerns and other pretexts 
to block the import of products from coun- 
tries whose governments displease Putin, 
including Georgia, Moldova, and Poland, as 
well as the European Union (EU) as a bloc.3 

5. Cyberwarfare: Russian-backed hackers 
are widely believed responsible for a powerful 
2007 cyberattack on government websites in 
Estonia in the wake of a controversy over the 
removal of a war memorial. Other countries in 
the region have since suffered similar attacks, 
particularly Ukraine following the 2014 ouster 
of President Viktor Yanukovych and Russia’s 
invasion of Crimea and the Donbas. 

6. Military threats: In the wake of the 
Ukraine invasion and subsequent sanctions, 
the Russian military launched a series of 
military exercises on its borders with the 
Baltic states and intensified more distant pa- 
trols that tested the readiness of a number of 
European navies and air forces. 

7. Military invasions: Russian forces 
poured into Georgia through its two break- 
away territories, Abkhazia and South Osse- 
tia, during a brief conflict in 2008. In 2014, 
Russian troops occupied Crimea, oversaw 
a stage-managed referendum on annexa- 
tion there, and unofficially entered eastern 
Ukraine en masse to support a supposedly 
indigenous rebellion by ethnic Russian sep- 
aratists. 

8. Frozen conflicts: The term “frozen con- 
flict” indicates a condition in which active 
fighting has ended or subsided but there is 
no peace agreement beyond a tenuous cease- 
fire. Under Putin, Russia has perpetuated or 
created frozen conflicts that affect Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Moldova, Georgia, and Ukraine. 
In each case, the Kremlin retains for itself 
the capacity to subdue or escalate tensions 
as needed to maximize its political influence 
over the relevant country. 

It also pays much attention to Russia’s 
falsification of history, citing Putin’s re- 
habilitation of Joseph Stalin; justification of 
the Hitler-Stalin pact; the relegation of dis- 
sident and Nobel Peace Prize laureate An- 
drei Sakharoy to non-person status and in 
particular, its actions towards Ukraine. 

“To convince the Russian people that 
waging a form of low-intensity warfare 
against a neighbor was justified, Putin has 
stepped up efforts to depict the West as an- 
tagonistic to Russian interests, launched 
a campaign to label those responsible for 
Uktaine’s Maidan uprising as fascists, driv- 
en home the idea that ethnic Russians living 
outside the Russian Federation were under 
relentless persecution, and identified Rus- 
sian critics of aggression against Ukraine as 


a treasonous fifth column. 

“A recurring them. of post-Crimea propa- 
ganda is the notion that Russia faces the 
same threats from the West today as it did 
during the Cold War,” it says. 

The report is harshly critical of U.S. 
President Donald Trump and his admiration 
for Putin, and urges the Trump administra- 
tion “to appoint a director of global com- 
munications who is experienced in journal- 
ism and allow that person to build a program 
to counter hostile authoritarian messaging 
through up-to-date delivery techniques, hon- 
est reporting, and forthright commentary.” 

It specifically attacks legislation that 
placed the country’s government-supported 
international media outlets — Voice of 
America (VOA), Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty (RFE/RL), and their sister services 
focused on Asia and other regions — under 
more direct presidential control. 

“Tn the contest against Soviet communism, 
America’s international broadcasting entities 
were the crown jewels of U.S. soft power. 
Indeed, in some countries, such as Poland or 
Romania, Radio Free Europe functioned as 
the opposition press, and clearly had a great- 
er audience and more influence than the cen- 
sored government press. In the post-Cold 
War period, what were initially shortwave 
radio services have evolved into modern 
media outlets, with video content, podcasts, 
blogs, social media engagement, and other 
forms of information delivery. Nevertheless, 
the United States today needs to update the 
strategy and operations of its publicly sup- 
ported broadcasters and — most importantly 
— provide them with the resources to com- 
pete with a Russian propaganda machine 
that is nimble, attuned to popular =o 
and generously funded,” it states: 

It also calls upon the mainstream press in 
the United States to continue their investi- 
gation of “Russian methods of information 
warfare, some of which have been embraced 
by far-right media outlets that seek to under- 
mine popular support for the core institu- 
tions of American democracy,” and experi- 
ment with ways to combat them. 

Freedom House calls upon academic asso- 
ciations, individual scholars, and university 
administrations to stand up for freedom of 
thought and open inquiry “at a time when 
those values are under relentless pressure 
from dictatorships.” 

“We urge statements of protest against 
the persecution of fellow scholars or the 
politicized rewriting of history, especially 
in countries, like Russia and China, that are 
integrated into the international university 
system,” it adds. 

Another recommendation is for private 
businesses “to avoid commercial relation- 
ships with authoritarian governments that 
force them to violate fundamental democrat- 
ic principles.” 

It also urges the European Union to under- 
take a comprehensive review of member 
states’ democratic institutions to determine 
whether recent changes have weakened 
checks and balances or unduly protected in- 
cumbent parties from fair electoral competi- 
tion” and “use the sanctions already in place, 
even if it means freezing a member state’s 
participation, and be prepared to actually im- 
pose any new sanctions that might be intro- 
duced.” 

As for private foundations, it urges them 
“to recognize and oppose the current assault 
on democracy. With a few exceptions, the 
great institutions of American philanthropy 
have studiously — and shamefully— ig- 
nored the steady erosion of global freedom 
and the rise of authoritarian powers.” 

Freedom House is an independent watch- 
dog organization that supports democratic 
change, monitors the status of freedom 
around the world, and advocates for democ- 
racy and human rights. 


\ 
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Holodomor Education Conference2017 
Educators get tools to teach about genocide of Ukrainians 


By Sophia Isajiw, 
Assistant to the Director of 
Education, Holodomor Research 
and Education Consortium 
(HREC)—Educators from across 
Canada, the USA and Ukraine as- 
sembled in Winnipeg to attend 
the second Holodomor Education 
Conference: “Education—Aware- 
ness—Action”  (НЕС-2017) on 
May 5-7 at the Canadian Museum 
for Human Rights (CMHR). The 
conference was organized by the 
Holodomor Research and Educa- 
tion Consortium (HREC), of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies (CIUS) at the University 
of Alberta, and held in cooperation 
with the Canadian Museum for Hu- 
man Rights (CMHR). The organiz- 
ing committee included Valentina 
Kuryliw, Director of Education 
(HREC) and committee Chair, So- 
phia Isajiw and Oksana Levytska 
of Toronto, Val Noseworthy, Irka 
Balan, Dr. Orest Capand Dr. Denis 
Hlynka of Winnipeg. 
The HEC-2017 
brought together 120 education 
professionals, who teach from 
kindergarten to university. Educa- 
tors of senior grades made up ap- 
proximately half of the participants, 
while the primary and middle years 
were well represented. Participants 
shared a desire to learn about new 
approaches and innovative strate- 
gies from 25 conference presenters, 
speaking on how to teach human 
rights, social justice and the Holodo- 
mor in their classrooms. They were 
especially grateful for the handouts 
and suggestions for implementing 
the teaching of this often-forgotten 
topic in curricula. It was rewarding 
to observe that many of the par- 
ticipants came from diverse ethnic 
backgrounds with a strong interest 
in human rights and genocide. 
Valentina Kuryliw delivered the 
opening remarks. John F. Young, 
the President and CEO of the 
CMHR welcomed the gathering to 
the Museum. James Bezan is the 
Member of Parliament for Selkirk— 
Interlake—Eastman who introduced 
in 2008, in the Canadian House of 
Commons, the Bill recognizing the 
Holodomor as genocide; he spoke 
movingly on the reasons for this 
recognition. Greetings were of- 
fered by Blair Yakimoski, MLA 
for Transcona representing Ian 
Wishart, Manitoba’s Minister of 
Education and Training, along with 
Dr. David Mandzuk, Dean of the 
Faculty of Education at the Univer- 
sity of Manitoba. Ontario’s Min- 
ister of Education, Mitzie Hunter, 
sent written greetings which were 
read by Kuryliw. This conference 
was supported by the Faculties of 
Education of both the University 


conference 


of Manitoba and the University of 
Winnipeg. 

Keynote speaker, Dr. Joyce Ap- 
sel, Clinical Professor in the Liberal 
Studies Program at New York Uni- 
versity and President of the Institute 
for the Study of Genocide, spoke 
eloquently about “Genocide, Human 
Rights and the Holodomor: Teach- 
ing Human Rights and Wrongs in 
the Classroom,” and stressed that the 
Holodomor and human rights need 
to be relatable and therefore made 
more personal for students. 

Dr. Richard Hechter, Acting 
Department Head of Curriculum, 
Teaching and Learning, Faculty of 
Education, University of Manitoba, 
moderated a very lively and diverse 
panel discussion on “The Teaching 
of Human Rights and the Holodo- 
mor.” It included presentations by 
Dr. John R. Wiens, Dean Emeritus 
and Professor of Educational Ad- 
ministration, Faculty of Education, 
University of Manitoba, Lise Pinkos, 
Manager of Education Programs, 
СМНЕ, Antonio José Tavares who 
is the Diversity Education and Inter- 
national Languages Consultant for 
the Instruction, Curriculum and As- 
sessment Branch of Manitoba Edu- 
cation and Training. Tavares gave 
an insightful and grounded talk on 
“Holodomor and Genocide Educa- 
tion with Children of Refugee and 
War-Affected Backgrounds.” The 
panel also included Linda Connor, 
Social Studies Consultant for Mani- 
toba Education and Training and 
Michael Anthony, who gave a very 
grounded presentation on “Teaching 
the Holodomor: Making Best Prac- 
tices Better.’ Anthony is Assistant 
Curriculum Leader for Canadian 
and World Studies at Weston Colle- 
giate Institute in the Toronto District 
School Board. In post-conference 
remarks he said, “As someone who 
did not grow up with stories of the 
Holodomor, but who is teaching 
the Holodomor to students, this 
conference was a most important 
learning experience. I gained valu- 
able information and insight from 
the many presenters. It has also 
been amazing to become part of the 
community of people who are Ho- 
lodomor and human rights activists 
and educators in North America. 
Librarian and Holodomor Website 
Manager and Coordinator of the Ho- 
lodomor Educators Network in the 
USA, Lana Babij, rounded out the 
panel by expertly addressing “The 
Challenges of Terminology and Re- 
sources” on the Holodomor, a very 
timely topic to educators. 

The methodology sessions 
rounded out the conference by 
providing practical hands-on sug- 
gestions for implementing human 
rights and the Holodomor in school 


curricula. Edmonton’s St. Martin 
School teacher Natalia Onyschuk 
shared her expertise at the primary 
level, showing how song, dance, 
art and stories can be used to teach 
a difficult and sensitive topic. Lise 
Pinkos and Ian Martens showcased 
the Museum’s new lesson on the 
Holodomor for the middle years, 
while Jeff Kozak of Winnipeg pre- 
sented his best practices in teach- 
ing the Holodomor for grades 5-8. 

Tamara Kowalczyk shared her 
expertise and experience in teach- 
ing the Holodomor within a geno- 
cide course at the high school level, 
and Nadia Prokopchuk and David 
Katzman shared handouts and in- 
formation on an innovative new 
online human rights resource, en- 
titled: “Voices into Action” whose 
fifth chapter features lessons on the 
Ноіодотог. 

On Sunday, the conference end- 
ed with two presentations. The 
first, by Valentina Kuryliw, em- 
phasized the latest resources and 
activities on the Holodomor, in- 
cluding websites, DVDs and print 
materials available for educators 
and students. The 20-page excerpt 
she also shared from her soon-to- 
be published 300-page educator’s 
manual, Holodomor in Ukraine, 
the Genocidal Famine 1932-1933: 
Learning materials for teachers 
and students was especially helpful 
because it is chockfull of teaching 
materials for students, lessons and 
projects. The second presentation 
was led by Dr. Orest Cap and Dr. 
Denis Hlynka of the Faculty of Ed- 
ucation at the University of Mani- 
toba and dealt with the problems of 
finding accurate digital mforma- 
tion on the Internet and social me- 
dia and the use and abuse of such 
information when studying the Ho- 
lodomor, social justice and human 
rights issues. 

A commemorative dinner was 
held at the Fort Garry Hotel for 140 
participants and dinner guests, who 
were treated to a dinner and pro- 
gram at which 10 local Manitoba 
Holodomor survivors presided. Sur- 
vivor Sonia Kushliak gave a stirring 
address before a moment of silence 
was observed. The Most Reverend 
Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak, 
Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Winnipeg, and the 
Very Reverend Alexander Harka- 
vyi, Parish Priest of St. Mary the 
Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral, sang the prayer before 
the meal and at the closing. The 
evening’s special guest speaker 
was renowned academic Dr. Nor- 
man Naimark, Robert and Florence 
McDonnell Professor of East Eu- 
ropean Studies, Stanford Univer- 
sity, who spoke on The Holodomor 


in the History of Genocide. In his 
message, he stated that the bad 
news is that genocide has taken 
place since the beginning of time; 
the good news is that we are get- 
ting better and faster at responding 
to genocides and that there is still 
hope for mankind. 

Reactions to the conference in- 
clude that of Swan Valley Region- 
al Secondary School’s Meredith 
McGuinnes, who described it as 
“fabulous and inspiring; very im- 
portant to me as the granddaughter 
of a Holocaust survivor to be able 
to share the Holodomor and the im- 
portance of discussing genocides 
in my Grade 9-12 Social Studies 
classes in Northern Manitoba.” 

Larry Mikulcik, a Curriculum 
Coach for Horizon School Division 
in Humboldt, Saskatchewan, sum- 
marized the importance of the con- 
ference to his work this way: “First 
and foremost, I have to say how 
much I enjoyed the conference this 
past weekend, and also how much 
the teachers in our school division 
will benefit by the information and 
resource connections J am able to 
bring back to them. І also look for- 
ward to incorporating a great deal 
of the Holodomor Genocide infor- 
mation into our annual symposium 
for students.” 
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The HREC Holodomor Educa- 
tion Conference was made pos- 
sible by the Temerty Foundation 
and was co-sponsored by The 
Shevchenko Foundation, Carpathia 
Credit Union Ltd., Manitoba Edu- 
cation and Training, the Faculty 
of Education—University of Mani- 
toba, the Faculty of Education—The 
University of Winnipeg, the Cen- 
tre for Ukrainian Canadian Stud- 
ies — University of Manitoba, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Research and 
Documentation Centre (UCRDC) 
— Toronto, the National Holodomor 
Education Committee of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress, the Ho- 
lodomor Awareness and Education 
Committee of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress — Manitoba Branch, 
the Ukrainian Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in Canada, St. Mary the 
Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox 
Millennium Villa Inc., CanadInns, 
the League of Ukrainian Canadians 
and was held in cooperation with 
the Canadian Museum for Human 
Rights. 

Dr. Joyce Apsel surmised, “I very 
much enjoyed being at the confer- 
ence, learning from all the teachers 
and hearing Norman Naimark’s 
important comments. It was such a 
special, rewarding, educational ex- 
perience for all.” 
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By Melinda Haring, Atlantic Council 

Archbishop Lubomyr Husar died on May 
31 at 84. Born in Lviv on February 26, 1933, 
Husar’s family fled to Austria in 1944 when 
Soviet forces seized Lviv. His family even- 
tually moved to the United States, where he 
studied at a number of universities and then 
obtained his doctorate in Rome. He returned 
to Lviv in 1991. Husar was the leader of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and a 
leading moral authority. “He united Ukrain- 
ians, becoming their spiritual father and the 
highest example of morality,” his successor 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk has written. 

UkraineAlert asked a number of religious 
leaders, scholars, politicians, and activists 
the following question: 

In the reform process, many Ukrainians 
emphasize the need for moral leadership 
from cultural, religious, and community 
leaders. What does Archbishop Husar’s ex- 
ample mean to you, and what does his ex- 
ample mean for Ukrainians? How will you 
remember him? 

Bishop Borys Gudziak, Ukrainian 
Catholic University President, Eparch of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Eparchy of 
Paris: Lubomyr Husar will be remembered 
for what he said, stood for, and actually did. 
He had a tortuous and miraculous biography 
that took him through war and genocide 
from county to country and continent to con- 
tinent. Husar was on a constant spiritual pil- 
grimage, the fruits of which he shared in a 
very eloquent but simple and direct way with 
the people of Ukraine. He spoke about the 
simplicity of life, sincerity in relations, true 
freedom always connected with authentic re- 
sponsibility. He did so with great humor. Car- 
dinal Husar stood for profound change, not 
just constitutional readjustment, somewhat 
improved laws, or financial socio-economic 
betterment of his faithful and all Ukrainians. 
He called people to deep reflection upon the 
nature of the human condition—its glory 
and its depravity—both of which he wit- 
nessed throughout his life, whether it was in 
the heroism of the martyrs or the genocidal 
policies of both communist and fascist totali- 
tarianisms. What he did was unify and bring 
people together. He was willing to speak to 
anybody. Anyone who had a conversation 
or encounter with Husar went away light- 
ened and enlightened, inspired to look at his 
or her own condition from a fresh perspec- 
tive. Lubomyr could turn things a bit upside 
down or inside out but never in a destructive 
or damaging way, always with respect, and 
with a profound trust that every person is 
created with an inalienable dignity in the im- 
age and likeness of God. When asked what 
can be done regarding the oligarchs, he rue- 
fully responded that they should attend more 
funerals. If any of them were at his funeral, I 
hope that they had the same experience that I 
did. I wanted to convert. 

Sergiy Gusovsky, Member and Head 
of the Samopomich faction, Kyiv City 
Council, wrote on Facebook: His Beatitude 
Lubomyr Husar was a man who his entire 
life showed himself independent of titles and 
positions. Lubomyr taught people to love 
one another, care for each other, and appre- 
ciate every minute of every day. He taught 
people to think. He helped them find answers 
to difficult questions. In doing so, he always 
spoke softly and plainly. 

I was fortunate to meet Lubomyr twice at 
his residence. Both times we drank tea and 
ate muffins. Both times we talked about dif- 
ferent things. Both times I wanted to cling to 
every minute of our conversation. These are 
the moments when you know for sure this 
won't ever happen in your life, when you’re 
trying to absorb everything you hear—all 
the wisdom, serenity, and warmth emitted by 
this unique man. 

I managed to write down some of the words 
of his Beatitude; the rest I just memorized. For 
example, “Wisdom is not just knowledge. A 
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O&A: What does Archbishop Husar’s Seine mean for Ukraine? 


Archbishop Lubomyr Husar, head of Ukraine’s eastern-rite Catholic Church blesses the 
faithful during a service marking the church s official move to the capital in Kyiv, August 
20, 2005 


person can have great knowledge but not be 
wise. Wisdom is the ability to apprehend real- 
ity holistically.” Lubomyr was able to see the 
whole picture. He really knew what to say to 
anyone who turned to him. 

Yevhen Hlibovytsky, Member of Nes- 
tor Group: Lubomyr Husar was a unique 
leader who helped Ukraine overcome its 
path dependency, moving from Soviet to 
Western traditions. He bridged the gap be- 
tween Ukraine and the West by emphasiz- 
ing the importance of integrity, dignity, and 
responsibility, values that were corrupted 
in the USSR. He helped fill the vacuum of 
discourse of freedom and leadership in a 
country that just started to free itself from 
its past. He was a religious leader, but not 
only. When he untraditionally resigned as 
the head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church in 2011, he provided an example for 
former President Viktor Yanukovych, who 
was growing increasingly autocratic. Husar 
remained vocal through numerous meetings 
with students, businessmen, and a regular 
op-ed in Ukrainska Pravda, showing that 
there can be life after high office. 

With the legacy of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, whose center he transferred 
from Lviv to the left bank of the Dnipro in 
Kyiv and the Ukrainian Catholic University, 
which rose under his reign, Husar is one of the 
defining Ukrainians of twentieth and twenty- 
first centuries. He was a potential candidate for 
the Papacy after John Paul II died, sending yet 
another message to modern Ukraine: you’re 
not locked in, if you are good enough, you can 
be globally competitive. 

Hanna Hopko, Member of the Verkhov- 
na Rada and Chair of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee: Husar’s life is an example of 
serving God, people, Ukraine, and the world. 
I had the privilege to work with him from 
2012 until the sad moment he died. 

His optimism and hard work, dedication 
to Ukraine, and real love for people inspired 
me when I was an activist and continues to 
Inspire me as a member of parliament. 

After the Revolution of Dignity, the 
Ukrainian nation lost its moral fathers: dis- 
sident ‘Yevhen Sverstiuk, who blessed me for 
parliament, Bohdan Havrylyshyn, who in- 
vested his money and experience in younger 
generations, dissident Yevhen Hrytsyak, 
who was a leader of Могу! Rise in 1953 dur- 
ing Soviet times, and now Husar. 

All of them were moral examples who 
ріасед national interest first, serving the 
people above all else. They sacrificed their 
lives for Ukraine. We must continue to pray 
and work hard to build the country, based on 
Christian values, that they dreamt of. 

The need for new moral leaders after such 
incredible losses is becoming more and more 
acute. 

Nataliya 


Popovych, Co-Founder, 


Ukraine Crisis Media Center: Archbishop 
Husar spoke softly, but his words always cut 
through to the core of an issue. Even after 
all the sacrifices of blood on the Maidan, 
Ukraine’s political elites still lack the servant 
leadership which the Archbishop always 
promoted. Neither politicians nor a major- 
ity of civil servants wake up thinking “How 
can I serve my country best.” Too often that 
question is clouded with “How can I stay in 
power or on my job longer,” while the Arch- 
bishop’s primary question was “How can I 
better serve you?” regardless of one’s status. 
He willingly gave up the power of being the 
head of the church so that he could have the 
freedom to be an example and the moral 
leader of Ukrainians. His legacy, I hope, will 
be my generation’s pledge to always cher- 
ish and protect freedom and dignity of the 
individual in our country, and to defend the 
sovereignty and unity of Ukraine. The Arch- 
bishop was right that there is no difference 
between the people who live in the east and 
the west of Ukraine; there is only a differ- 
ence between those who love and do not love 
this country and want it to succeed. He also 
advocated that any freedom comes with a 
responsibility to be kind, to have integrity, 
and to leave a legacy. I feel very compelled 
to make sure that his moral legacy becomes 
part of Ukraine’s DNA, like that of Andrey 
Sheptytskyand his other great predecessors. 

Andriy Sadovyi, Mayor of Lviv and 
Chairman of the Samopomich Party: 
Destiny gave me the pleasure to work with 
His Beatitude for many years. Before I was 
mayor, he offered me an opportunity to lead 
the Andrey SheptytskyFoundation. At that 
time, I was the director of the foundation, 
and as head of the church His Beatitude was 
the chairman of the foundation. These were 
two-and-a-half years of exciting cooper- 
ation, meetings, and consultations. In fact, 
he engaged me, and I really appreciated his 
overtures. 

Throughout my life, I could call him at 
any moment for advice on complex issues. I 
often met him to consult regarding the diffi- 
cult situation which Lviv has recently faced. 
He always gave me wise advice, and thus his 
death is my personal loss, a loss for the com- 
munity, and Ukraine. He was a holy man. I 
think my colleagues are right: he was taken 
straight to heaven, to God. 

He was buried in the Patriarchal Cath- 
edral of the Resurrection of Christ in Kyiv. 
And this is also very significant, as he has 
expanded the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church throughout Ukraine. We will only 
realize its significance in one hundred years. 
Just as today we understand the wisdom of 
Andrey Sheptytskyi who at the beginning of 
the last century sent priests with those who 
went for work to the United States, Canada, 
and Europe to form parishes. Without the 


support of Greek Catholics from the West, it 
would be very difficult to restore the church 
in Ukraine. Actually, this common work cre- 
ated the Ukrainian independent state. With- 
out the existence of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, and without its clear and 
strong position in Lviv, Ukraine wouldn’t be 
the same. 

These are historical moments, and we have 
already inherited the wise words of His Be- 
atitude, his wise message. We must carefully 
read every word of his as God’s great grace 
is there. His death means we are abandoned 
and must assume greater responsibility. 

Alya Shandra, Managing Editor, Euro- 
maidan Press: I will remember Lubomyr 
Husar for his ability to unite people to- 
ward a common goal and to see the roots of 
Ukraine’s problems, so aptly highlighted in 
each appeal of the First December Group 
which he founded. “Corruption is a spirit- 
ual disease,” he wrote, stating that if people 
would see it as a sin, we wouldn’t need the 
hundreds of commissions that we are try- 
ing to set up now. In the sea of Ukraine’s 
revolutionary and post-revolutionary turbu- 
lence and imperfections, he spoke simple yet 
utterly powerful and transformative words of 
guidance toward the goal of a new Ukraine, 
built on mutual trust, respect, and love. 
Where others sought to destroy, he built 
beautiful things out of shattered pieces. 

George Weigel, Senior Distinguished 
Fellow, Ethics and Public Policy Center, 
wrote for National Review Online: “In a coun- 
try struggling to shed the bad habits of dupli- 
city engrained during its Communist period, 
and in a political community whose debates 
are often more characterized by heat than by 
light, Lubomyr Husar became a kind of na- 
tional patriarch: the voice of reason, modera- 
tion, and wise counsel amidst the cacophony 
of post-Communist politics. And during the 
Maidan [R]evolution of [D]ignity in 2013-14, 
a now-blind Cardinal Husar could be found 
on Kyiv’s Independence Square, in solidarity 
with his people’s hopes for-a-future beyond 
corruption, a future in which Ukraine would 
take its rightful place as an integral part of the 
West, bringing with it the riches of Byzautine 
spirituality and culture.” 

Zoria Yevstratiy, Archbishop of Cher- 
nihiv and Representative of the Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Church, Kyiv Patriarchate, 
Office of External Church Relations: In 
my opinion, a lack of trust is one of the big- 
gest problems in the world in general and in 
Ukraine in particular. Without trust, success- 
ful reforms are not possible. Therefore, it is 
important that individuals who have high 
levels of public trust—those that it’s difficult 
to suspect of personal, political, or financial 
interests—are the voices heard in support of 
reform. Cardinal Husar was that kind of a 
person. He was trusted regardless of his con- 
fession or political party. 

This was mainly not only due to his per- 
sonal charisma, but also due to his long life 
experience in the free world at a time when 
a majority of Ukrainians lived in the USSR. 
He knew how democracy and civil society 
worked and how personal initiative and re- 
sponsibility were important as a result of 
his life experience in the US. That’s why he 
could speak simply and persuasively. For 
this he was appreciated as a public leader. 

We will miss him. But as a Christian, I be- 
lieve that he is already at home while we are 
still on the road. 

Yaroslay Yurchyshyn, President of 
Transparency International-Ukraine: 
Lubomyr Husar was a man who lived the 
credo “confess what I preach.” He managed 
to combine tradition and modernity. As a 
leader of the church, which by its nature is 
very conservative, he saw the issues of fight- 
ing corruption and fair business practices as 
acute and urgent. I do not know who can re- 
place him. 

Melinda Haring is the editor of the Ukrain- 
eAlert blog at the Atlantic Council. 
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Chechen accused of plotting to kill 
Putin survives shooting in Kyiv 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—An assassination at- 
tempt on a Chechen man whom Rus- 
sian authorities accuse of plotting to 
kill President Vladimir Putin failed 
in Kyiv on June 1 after the victim’s 
wife returned gunfire and wounded 
the would-be assassin. 

Adam Osmayevy sustained two 
gunshot wounds to the chest be- 
fore his wife, Amina Okuyeva, 
fired four shots back at the alleged 
shooter, hitting him in the arm, leg, 
and hip, Kyiv police said. 

Both of the men are said to be in 
hospital with non-life-threatening 
injuries. 

In a post on Facebook after the 
shooting, Okuyeva thanked support- 
ers for their thoughts and prayers. 

“By the Grace of the Almighty 
everything is all right. Adam’s con- 
dition is serious but stable,” she 
added. She later said her husband 
was “conscious — understands 
everything, but could not yet speak 
because of the ventilator.” 

She also cited doctors saying the 
suspected gunman had been struck 
by a bullet in the spine, adding, 
«Рт glad that he got what he de- 
served from my hand.” 

In an assassination attempt that 
resembled a spate of gangland- 
style killings in the 1990s, a man 
who had posed as Alex Werner, a 
journalist from the French news- 
paper Le Monde, arranged to meet 
Osmayev, a former student at 
the prestigious Wycliffe College 
boarding school in Gloucester- 
shire, England. 

The two, along with Okuyeva, 


_-met in a car ostensibly to drive to 


the French Embassy in the Ukrain- 
ian capital to conduct the interview 
when the assailant pulled out a gun 
and shot Osmayey,who like his 
wife was born in Russia’s southern 
republic of Chechnya. 

Photos published by Ukraine’s 
RBC news agency showed the al- 
leged shooter and a Ukrainian 
passport naming him as Oleksandr 
Dakar. 

Kyiv police confirmed the name 


Adam Osmayev in 2016 


Amina Okuyeva 


in the passport but said they were 
still checking its authenticity, ac- 
cording to Current Time TV, the 
Russian-language network fun by 
RFE/RL and VOA. 

Artem Shevchenko, communica- 
tions director for Ukraine’s Interior 
Ministry, said in a Facebook post 
that Dakar’s passport showed the 
suspect had repeatedly crossed the 
border into Belarus and Russia. 

“A Russian trail of blood in this 
crime is as obvious as the blood 
stains on Amina’s clothing from 
the [attacker],” Shevchenko said, 
adding the incident was an “auda- 
cious and insidious enemy attack 
on patriots of Ukraine.” 

Anton Herashchenko, a lawmaker 
and adviser to Ukrainian Interior 
Minister Arsen Avakov, added that 
police were looking into all possible 
motives for the assassination at- 
tempt but said it appeared to fit with 
a series of killings and foiled plots 
between 2014 and 2017 in which au- 
thorities found a Russian trace. 

But Pavlo Danyukov, deputy 
chief of the Ukrainian Security Ser- 
vice (SBU) branch in Kyiv, said on 
June 2 that there was no confirmed 
evidence of Russia’s involvement 
in the attack, according to Current 
Time TV. 

Herashchenko said the gun used 
by Okuyeva had been given to her 
by Avakov as a gift for her service 
in the Kyiv-2 police battalion in 
eastern Ukraine, where she and 
Osmayev fought against Russia- 
backed separatists. 

Osmayev, who speaks fluent 


English with a slight Russian ac- 
cent, made headlines when he was 
detained by Ukrainian authorities 
in Odesa in February 2012 and 
charged with illegal explosives 
possession, damaging private prop- 
erty, and forgery. At the request of 
Russian authorities, he was later 
charged with plotting to kill Putin. 

The European Court of Human 
Rights recommended that Ukraine 
not extradite Osmayev to Russia, 
after which Kyiv decided to sus- 
pend the extradition process. In 
September 2013, a Russian court 
sentenced the second suspect in the 
case, Ilya Pyanzin, to 10 years in 
prison following his extradition by 
Ukraine to Russia. 

Osmayev was released from 
Ukrainian custody in November 
2014, after more than 2 1/2 years 
in jail in connection with the initial 
charges. 

In February 2015, Osmayev 
joined Ukraine’s fight against pro- 
Russian separatists in the east, 
becoming the commander of the 
volunteer Dzhokhar Dudayev bat- 
talion after the death of its previous 
commander, Isa Мипауєеу. 

In an interview with the Irish 
Times shortly afterward, Osmayev 
said he and other Chechens had 
joined the pro-Kyiv side “to fight 
for the Chechen cause, which is 
also the Ukrainian cause and the 
European cause.” 

“If Ukraine is strong and free it 
can change Russia, and bring free- 
dom to Chechnya in some years,” 
he added. 


Cybersleuths say convoy movements 
show link to MH17 plane crash 


(RFE/RL)—A team of open- 
source researchers investigating 
the crash of Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 17 has published reports 
linking the movements of Russian 
military equipment to the plane’s 
downing. 

The reports, released on June 5 
by Bellingeat, track the locations of 
vehicles including the Buk missile 
launcher that the British-based re- 
search group says was involved in 
the July 2014 downing of MH17. 

Focusing on information gleaned 
from drivers, ВеШпесаг published 
censored photos of drivers and the 
convoys of trucks that it alleges 
moved the equipment into place 
in the weeks before the airliner 
crashed during a flight from Am- 
sterdam to Kuala Lumpur, killing 
all 298 passengers and crew. 

“An uncensored version of the re- 
port including full names and uncen- 
sored photographs has been shared 
with the MH17 Joint Investigation 
Team (JIT),” Bellingcat said, refer- 
ring to the international team that 
has investigated the crash. 


Bellingcat’s previous reports had 
already identified Russia’s 53rd 
Anti-Aircraft Missile Brigade as 
being the likely source of the mis- 
sile that investigators say brought 
down the jet. 

But the new reports add to a 
growing body of circumstantial 
evidence suggesting Russian com- 
plicity. This includes personal 
information about Russian mil- 
itary officers and enlisted soldiers 
who Bellingcat alleges specific- 
ally knew of, and possibly even 
manned, the Buk-M1 surface-to- 
air missile system believed to have 
brought down MH17. 

International media, including 
the Associated Press, have pin- 
pointed Buk-M1 systems in the 
eastern Ukrainian town of Snizhne 
on the day of the plane’s downing, 
and accompanying soldiers who 
spoke with accents that seemed to 
be from Moscow and other regions 
in Russia. 

Russia has strenuously denied 
the fighters it supports in eastern 
Ukraine were responsible or that 


it supplied the missile system. A 
leading separatist commander in- 
itially appeared to take credit for 
firing a missile and downing a 
Ukzainian jet, but those claims on 
social media were later removed. 

Russian officials have also put 
forth myriad alternate theories, 
including claims that MH17 was 
downed by a missile fired from 
a Ukrainian fighter jet, in what 
Kremlin critics say is a disinforma- 
tion campaign aimed to muddy the 
waters. 

The 298 victims of the MH17 
crash, many of whom were Dutch, 
are among at least 9,900 people the 
UN says have been killed since the 
conflict between the Russia-backed 
separatists and Kyiv’s forces began 
in eastern Ukraine in April 2014. 

The conflict broke out as Russia, 
which seized Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula in March 2014, was fo- 
menting separatism across eastern 
and southern Ukraine after Mos- 
cow-friendly Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych fled to Russia 
in the face of protests. 


SBU searches Yandex 
offices in treason probe 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s — security 
service said searches of the Kyiv 
and Odesa offices of Russian inter- 
net giant Yandex as part of a trea- 
son investigation found that com- 
pany management had “illegally 
collected” personal data on local 
citizens. 

The May 29 searches came less 
than two weeks’ after President 
Petro Poroshenko signed a decree 
banning Yandex and several other 
Russian sites, including the popu- 
lar social networks VK — formerly 
VKontakte — and Odnoklassniki. 

“Law enforcement agents found 
that the management of the company 
illegally collected, accumulated, 
and passed on the personal data of 
Ukrainian citizens,” the SBU said in 
a statement on its website. 

The data included information 
about users’ “occupation, lifestyle, 
location, residence, work, leisure, 
sources and amounts of income, 
telephone numbers, e-mail ad- 
dresses, and accounts in social net- 
works. 

“The information was transmit- 
ted to [Russian] security services 
for planning, organizing, and con- 
ducting reconnaissance, sabotage, 
and information-subversion oper- 
ations in the country at the expense 
of Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial 
integrity, and inviolability,’ the 
statement said. 

Treason is punishable by 12 to 
15 years in prison in Ukraine and 
the confiscation of property. 

Asya Melkumova, a Yandex 
spokeswoman, confirmed the 
searches and told RFE/RL: “We 
have no information about reasons 
of today’s SSU action. Our lawyers 
are on the way to the offices. Yan- 
dex is ready to provide all infor- 
mation regarding its operations in 
Ukraine, according and limited by 
Ukzainian legal procedures.” 

According to Ukrainian IT news 
site AIN.ua, staff of both offices 
were ordered by the SBU to leave 
the premises while the searches 


were conducted. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told journalists he could 
not comment, saying, “We do not 
have complete information yet.” 

Yandex said it has been de- 
veloping its services for Ukraine 
since 2005, providing its Ukrainian 
users with search engines, maps, 
navigation, online education, and 
other services. 

“We have conducted our busi- 
ness in strict accordance with 
Ukrainian legislation and have fo- 
cused on creating high quality lo- 
cal products,” the company said in 
a statement. “While Ukraine is a 
small part of our business and the 
sanctions will not have a material 
negative impact on our consoli- 
dated results, we regret that this | 
new legislation affects our 11 mil- 
lion Ukrainian users who rely on 
our services every month, and the 
thousands of Ukrainian organiza- 
tions that use our technologies and 
services to grow and develop their 
businesses.” 

In signing the decree, which was 
published on May 16, Poroshenko 
cited the need to combat what he | 
called Russian instruments of in- 
formation warfare. 

The move, which came at the 
request of Ukraine’s National Se- 
curity and Defense Council and 
the SBU, added the companies to 
a long sanctions list that includes 
1,228 individuals and 468 legal 
entities. It also sparked a public 
debate between critics who con- 
demned it as censorship and a blow 
to freedom of expression and sup- 
porters who called it a long-over- 
due move in defense of national 
security. 

Russia seized the Crimean Pen- 
insula from Ukraine in March 
2014, after sending in troops and 
staging a referendum widely de- 
nounced as illegal, and has given 
strong support to separatists whose 
war against Kyiv’s forces has killed 
more than 9,900 people in eastern 
Ukraine since April 2014. 
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By Marco Levytsky 

If you are taking the KLM one- 
stop connection from Edmonton, 
Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, or 
Montreal to Kyiv, you may opt for 
their business class. This can be 
especially rewarding on the over- 
night transatlantic flight to Europe. 

In 2015, my wife Lesia and I, had 
the pleasure of travelling to Amster- 
dam on World Business Class, which 
meant priority boarding, free access 
to the airport lounge as well as much 
more comfortable seating. 

The Sleeper Seat is 190 cm long, 
170 - 175 degrees reclinable and 
equipped with a massage unit. 

It also comes with a privacy 
canopy, a personal entertainment 
system, in-seat power. This makes 
for a much more relaxing flight to 
Europe especially as it is overnight 
and the sleeper seat is much more 
conducive for resting than an up- 
right economy one. 

You also enjoy a delicious 
3-course menu prepared specially 
by top Dutch chefs. All meals are 
served on Marcel Wanders crock- 
ery and accompanied with a glass 
of fine wine or other beverage of 
your choice. 

The cabin attendants are happy 
to help you with any request. Nat- 
urally, you can also take home one 
of KLM’s famous Delft Blue mini- 
ature houses filled with genuine 
Dutch gin. 

Flying World Business Class 
also qualifies you for SkyPriority 
in boarding — cutting wait times 
considerably. As well, you get an 
extra baggage allowance and earn 
up to 175% Flying Blue Miles. 


Should you wish to continue 
with Business Class to Kyiv, you 
will enjoy the benefits of Europe 
Business Class, which provides the 
ease of a fully flexible booking, al- 
lowing you to change your flight at 
any time! 

Here too, you get the extra bag- 
gage allowance, access to the KLM 
Crown Lounges or those of their 
partners, SkyPriority, and you earn 
250% Flying Blue Miles 

On board, be one of the first to 
board the aircraft and enjoy lots 
of personal space! In rows with 3 
seats, KLM blocks all middle seats, 
so they remain unoccupied. This 
way, you always have a window or 
aisle seat! The seats with extra leg- 
room and more recline, plus in-seat 
power on the Boeing 737-700, -800 
and -900 aircraft 

In flight, enjoy a luxurious 
breakfast to a delicious 3-course 
meal: depending on the time of day 
and duration of your flight, KLM 
serves a hot meal, sandwich, salad 
or tapas plate, and various snacks. 

Naturally, the cabin crew will 
attend to your every need. KLM’s 
Europe Business Class is located at 
the front of the cabin, so you are 
one of the first to be on your way 
again on arrival. 

Two years ago, KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines opened its direct 
service from Edmonton to Amster- 
dam. 

In Summer KLM flies four 
times a week between Edmonton 
and Amsterdam — on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays. 

In the Winter season, which be- 
gins at the end of October and fin- 


Dutch Airlines 


ishes at the end of March, the air- 
line operates three flights a week, 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sun- 
days 

The times are as follows: KL676 
leaves Edmonton at 17:35 and ar- 
rives in Amsterdam at 10:20, the 
following day. KL675 leaves Am- 
sterdam at 14:45 and arrives in Ed- 
monton at 15:35. ’ 

This one-stop Ukraine connec- 
tion is especially useful for travel- 
lers from Edmonton as it is the only 
airline to offer such service. 

Since Air Canada cancelled its 
direct Edmonton-London flights 
the only other airline offering dir- 
ect flights to Europe from this city 
is Icelandair, which, however, has 
no direct connections to Eastern 
Europe. 

If you have to return to Canada 
though another city, you have to 
pass customs there, go through an- 
other baggage drop-off and secur- 
ity clearance, and may spend hours 
at that airport before catching your 
connection to Edmonton. 

With this service, Edmonton 
joined Calgary, Montreal, Toronto 
and Vancouver to the list of the 
Canadian gateways with direct 
flights to Amsterdam Schiphol Air- 
port and allowing connections to 
Europe and the rest of the world via 
Amsterdam Schiphol on the world- 
wide Air France and KLM network 
and its partners. 

As for the other cities with dir- 
ect connections, from Vancouver 
there are Amsterdam daily flights 
in Summer and five flights a week 
in Winter with KLM as well as five 
flights a week in Summer and three 
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Try Business Class on your one-stop KLM connection to Kyiv 
Flights available from Edmonton, Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Montreal 


Get a restful sleep іп KLM’s World Business Class 


in Winter with Air France to Paris. 

Calgary has Amsterdam daily 
flights in Summer and six flights a 
week in Winter with KLM. 

In Toronto there are two daily 
flights in Summer and one daily 
flight in Winter with KLM to 
Amsterdam as well as Paris daily 
flights year-round with Air France. 

From Montreal there are Am- 
sterdam daily flights year-round 
with KLM, plus three flights a day 
to Paris in Summer and as well as 
two flights a day in Winter with Air 
France. 

Travellers from other cities in 
Canada can connect with any of 
these centres with KLM’s Can- 
adian partner, West Jet. 

KLM offers two flights daily 
from Amsterdam to Kyiv. One 
leaves at 9:30 (CET) and arrives 
in Kyiv at 13:15 Ukrainian time, 
which is one hour ahead of CET. 

The second leaves Amsterdam at 
20:35 and arrives at Kyiv’s Boryspil 
Airport 20 minutes after midnight. 

For passengers from Calgary, 


Toronto and Montreal, the flights 
to Amsterdam arrive in time to 
catch the 9:30 AM connection and 
get into Kyiv by early afternoon the 
following day. 

Passengers from Vancouver can 
catch the later flight or fly through 
Paris with KLM’s partner Air 
France and arrive in Kyiv at 14:05 
the following day. 

There are also flights operated 
by Ukraine International Airlines, 
which leave Amsterdam daily at 
13:15 and arrive in Kyiv at 17:05, 
but this option is much more ex- 
pensive. 

But if the prospect of spending 
10 hours in an airport waiting for a 
connecting flight doesn’t thrill you, 
then you may want to stopover in 
Amsterdam at no extra cost to your 
flight. 

This is a very appealing option 
since the city (known as the Venice 
of the North) is beautiful and has 
plenty-of attractions to offer. More 
on that in the next issue Of Ukrain- 


ian News. 


